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PREFACE. 


I  HAVE  written  this  book  principally  in 
the  form  of  questions  and  answers,  because 
so  many  sincere  inquirers  desire  these  ques- 
tions answered. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  I  have  sought  to 
show  those  who  profess  the  deeper  expe- 
rience,  what  the  fruit  of  holiness  is,  I  have 
endeavored  at  the  same  time  to  point  out 
some  of  the  hindrances  to  this  experience, 
and  help  those  who  are  longing  for  abiding 
peace  to  find  it. 

I  have  also  aimed  to  remove,  as  far  as 
possible,  objections  that  are  in  the  minds 
of  sincere  Christians  to  this  doctrine. 

The  Holy  Spirit  has  so  wonderfully 
stirred  the  hearts  of  Christians  on  this 
subject,  that  nothing  will  satisfy  them  but 
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to  know,  as  far  as  possible,  what  God  has 
revealed  in  his  Word  about  it.  There  is 
a  great  deal  of  hungering  and  thirsting 
after  abiding  peace  in  Christ.  They  want 
light ;  and  nothing  eise  will  satisfy  them. 
Nothing  is  gained  by  speaking  or  writing 
against  this  experience. 

The  Spirit,  by  producing  this  unrest  in 
the  hearts  of  God's  people,  indicates  to 
them  that  there  is  a  higher  plane  for  their 
f  eet,  —  a  better  experience,  that  will  satisfy 
this  longing  of  the  soul. 

I  have  made  the  subject  as  piain  and  sim- 
ple as  possible,  that  all  may  understand  my 
meaning;  and  by  it  find  "  the  old  paths," 
"and  walk  therein,"  "and  find  rest  unto 
their  souls." 

May  the  Holy  Spirit  accompany  the 
reading  of  these  pages,  and  use  them  for 
the  good  of  many  a  sad  and  inquiring 
heart,  and  bring  them  sweetly  into  abiding 
peace,  is  the  sincere  and  earnest  prayer  of 
the  author.  A.  B.  E. 

Newton,  Mass.,  1879. 
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ABIDING    PEACK 

CHAPTER   I. 

UNREST. 

Is  this  feeling  of  unrest  generale  or  only 
with  a  few  restless  ones  ? 

PERHAPS  there  is  no  desire  more  general 
among  the  very  best  Christians,  than  to 
know  how  to  abide  in  the  fullness  of 
Christ's  love  without  interruption. 

They  say,  uWe  are  often  on  the  mount 
of  enjoyment,  but  cannot  remain  there." 
The  struggle  has  been  so  long  and  fierce 
with  them,  that  their  Christian  life  has 
almost  been  a  failure,  so  far  as  present 
happiness  is  concerned.    They  do  not  know 
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how  to  do  any  better;  yet  this  earnest 
longing  continues.  "  Is  there  no  other 
way  to  live?  Must  I  plod  on  to  the  end, 
in  this  unsatisfying  way  ?  "  They  ask  again 
and  again,  "Is  there  no  rest  for  the  soul 
until  death?" 

The  very  existence  of  this  unrest,  this 
dissatisfied  feeling,  produced  as  it  must  be 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  an  implied  evidence 
that  there  is  a  better  experience  for  God's 
children ;  a  higher  plane  for  their  feet ;  a 
graded  road. 

Letters  come  from  every  part  of  the 
country,  and  even  from  across  the  seas, 
burdened  with  this  unrest.  "  Can  you  not 
send  us  a  tract  or  book,  or  write  us  a  letter 
showing  us  how  to  abide  in  the  fullness  of 
Christ's  love  without  these  breaks?" 

The  whole  family  of  Christ  seem  to 
be  stirred  up  on  this  important  subject. 
Nothing  will  satisfy  this   hungering   and 
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thirsting  among  God's  people,  but  that 
deep,  rieh  experience  of  the  abiding  füll- 
ness  of  Christas  love,  that  I  have  called 
"the  rest  of  faith."  This  has ;  this  does; 
this  will  satisfy  and  fill  the  void  within. 

A  letter  from  a  minister — expressing 
this  same  dissatisfied  feeling,  this  unrest, 
this  longing  for  a  deeper  experience  of 
Christ's  love  —  reached  me  by  mail  this 
hour,  which  I  will  here  insert.  It  is  only 
one  out  of  very  many  of  the  same  char- 
acter,  that  come  in  from  all  the  evangelical 
denominations,  asking  for  light  on  this 
subjeet. 

September  18,  1879. 

Dear  Brother  Earle  :— I  have  thought  a  good 
deal  of  writing  you  concerning  my  present  experience ; 
but  why  trouble  you,  I  ask  myself.  And  yet  I  am 
inclined  to  write,  if  for  nothing  eise  than  to  say,  pray 
for  me.  I  think  I  have  never  been  really  satisfied 
with  my  experience.  I  have  enjoyed  a  good  deal  at 
times,  —  have  been  led  to  seek  the  blessing  of  holiness 
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by  the  directions  of  those  who  said,  "  Believe  you 
have  it,  and  you  have  it."  I  have  done  so ;  but 
results,  while  good,  were  not  satisfactory  to  me.  I 
have  been  asking  God  for  the  blessing  of  a  "  clean 
heart."  I  have  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  the 
ability  of  Christ  to  do  the  work ;  and  I  have  just  as 
fully  and  completely  consecrated  myself  to  God  as  I 
know  how ;  and  have  been  continually  looking  to  God 
for  the  blessing.  My  soul  much  of  the  time  has  been 
a  furnace  of  desire  for  abiding  peace,  and  yet  I  have 
not  received.  I  am  not  discouraged  at  all,  —  such 
a  condition  is  better  far  than  to  be  satisfied  with 
what  God  is  dissatisfied  with.  This  blessing  I  must 
have.  I  do  not  wish  to  preach  any  longer  without  it. 
I  am  expecting  it ;  but,  oh,  that  he  would  come 
quickly  !  "  Jesus,  thine  all-victorious  love  shed  in  my 
heart  abroad,"  is  the  language  of  my  soul.  All  I  ask, 
Brother  Earle,  is  that  you  would  pray  for  me. 

Your  Brother,  

Mrs.  Edwards,  wife  of  President  Ed- 
wards, as  far  back  as  1742,  realized  this 
same  void  within — this  unrest,  this  longing 
for  something  more  than  to  have  evidence 
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of  regeneration.  She  feit  sure  that  Christ 
must  have  made  provisions  for  her  to  en- 
joy  constantly  what  she  did  sometimes. 

After  she  had  sought  and  found  abiding 
peace,  she  said,  "  My  soul  was  filled  and 
overwhelmed  with  light  and  love,  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  seemed  just  ready 
to  go  away  from  the  body."  This  exulta- 
tion  subsided  into  a  heavenly  calm  and 
rest  of  soul  in  God,  which  was  even  sweeter 
than  what  preceded  it. 

Dr.  Payson,  after  struggling  with  this 
same  difficulty  for  many  years,  said,  "Oh, 
that  I  had  known  this  twenty  years  be- 
fore  ! "  That  is,  that  he  could  have  under- 
stood  that  Christ  had  made  provisions  for 
him  to  live  and  walk  with  him  all  the 
time  without  these  distressing  breaks  in 
his  religious  enjoyment;  that  the  keeping 
power  was  in  Christ,  by  faith,  and  not  in 
his  own  faithfulness. 
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Paul  realized  this  same  unrest,  this  same 
dissatisfied  feeling.  He  sawand  loved  the 
perfect  law  of  God;  but  sin  in  his  mem- 
bers  brought  him  into  captivity.  This  dis- 
tressed  him,  and  caused  him  to  cry  out, 
"Oh,  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  shall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death!" 
He  feit  the  need  of  some  one  to  keep  him 
moment  by  moment ;  something  stronger 
than  his  resolutions  of  faithfulness.  The 
Holy  Spirit  soon  showed  him  that  the  keep- 
ing  power  was  in  Christ,  by  faith ;  that 
"what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was 
weak  through  the  flesh  "  ;  what  his  faithful- 
ness or  friends  could  never  do,  —  God  had 
sent  his  Son  to  do.  Here  he  embraced 
Christ  as  a  keeping  Saviour;  not  as  a 
Saviour  from  hell  —  he  had  done  that 
before.  Then  he  could  say  in  his  own 
experience,  "There  is  therefore  now  (not 
at  death,  not  at  some  future  time,  but  now) 
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no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh, 
but  after  the  Spirit."  Here  he  found  soul 
rest.  "  We  that  have  believed  do  (not  skall) 
enter  into  rest  as  he  said."  This  was  the 
"higher  life " ;  not  new  life,  but  a  higher 
plane  of  living:  a  deeper,  satisfying  ex- 
perienee. 

This  same  void  within,  this  unrest,  is  feit 
by  almost  every  active  Christian  at  times, 
unless  he  has  already  found  and  enjoys 
the  abiding  fullness  of  Christa  love.  "  The 
Holy  Ghost  thus  signifying"  that  pro- 
visions  are  made  in  Christ  (if  we  will 
receive  them  by  faith)  to  satisfy  all  the 
longings  of  the  soul,  and  give  us  a  heaven 
of  soul  rest  now.  Not  rest  from  toil,  and  * 
labor,  and  pain,  but  m^  them  all.  "  Great 
peace  have  they  which  love  thy  law ;  and 
nothing  shall  offend  them." 

This  is  the  abiding  peace  of  Christ 
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CHAPTER   IL 

IS   CHRIST   OUR  EXAMPLE? 
Are  we  to  take  Christ  for  our  example? 

I  THINK  the  crowning  design  of  the 
Gospel  is  to  bring  every  Christian  into  the 
perfect  likeness  of  Christ.  "For  whom 
he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did  predestinate 
to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son, 
that  he  might  be  the  first-born  among 
many  brethren."  "  Christ  also  suffered  for 
us,  leaving  us  an  example,  that  ye  should 
follow  in  his  steps."  We  see  in  Christ's 
life  the  fruit  of  holiness.  It  was  perfect  - 
love  that  led  him  to  espouse  our  cause ;  to 
undertake  our  redemption  ;  and  exchange 
a  crown  of  glory  for  one  of  braided  thorns, 

18 


IS   CHRIST   OUR   EXAMPLE?  19 

a  regal  robe  in  heaven  fora  scarlet  robe  on 
earth.  "  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  wo.rld 
to  savesinners."  Not  so  much  to  be  happy, 
but  to  rescue  the  perishing.  In  every 
prayer,  in  every  tear,  in  every  pain,  in 
every  sermon,  and  in  every  effort,  he 
seemed  to  aim  steadily  at  the  one  great 
object  of  his  mission  —  to  save  lost  men. 

He  seldom,  if  ever,  laughed  ;  but  often 
wept.  Spent  much  time  in  prayer,  weighed 
down  with  the  bürden  of  souls.  See  him 
all  night  in  the  mountain  in  prayer.  On 
another  occasion,  rising  long  before  day, 
he  went  into  a  solitary  place  to  pray. 
When  riding  into  Jerusalem,  while  the 
multitude  around  him  were  crying,  "  Ho- 
sanna," he  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over 
it,  saying,  "  If  thou  hadst  known,  even 
thou,  at  least  in  this  thy  day,  the  things 
which  belong  unto  thy  peace !  but  now 
they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes." 
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Follow  him  to  the  garden  now,  and  hear 
his  prayer  for  three  hours :  "Father,  if  it 
be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me," 
"  sweating,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of  Wood." 
Not  then  making  an  atonement ;  that  was 
made  on  the  cross.  Not  afraid  to  die  :  he 
did  not  fear  death  ;  but  to  teach  us  how  to 
pray,  showing  us  that  agonizing  prayer 
will  do  what  nothing  eise  can. 
w  In  Christ's  life  we  see  how  holiness  or 
I  perfect  love  manifests  itself  —  the  fruit  of 
perfection.  Wherever  holiness  '  exists,  it 
will  lead  its  possessor  to  imitate  Christ. 
"  Except  a  man  have  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
he  is  none  of  his."  Charity  (which  is  love 
to  God  and  man)  goes  abroad  and  seeks 
to  save  men.  Selfishness  begins  at  home, 
and  remains  at  home.  We  may  stand  in 
doubt  of  the  utility  of  holiness  meetings 
that  are  not  characterized  by  intensity  of 
desire  for  the  salvation  of  souls. 
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Many  of  the  higher  life  meetings  seem 
destitute  of  any  bürden  for  souls.  The 
testimonies  given  are  largely  to  teil  of  the 
joy  "The  Rest  of  Faith "  has  brought. 
Oh,  that  more  would  teil  of  days  and 
nights  in  agonizing  prayer ;  of  wet  pillows 
and  aching  hearts  over  lost  men  ! 

Bring  Christ  into  our  holiness  meetings, 
and  we  should  have  a  man  of  sorrows 
there,  his  face  bathed  in  tears  over  lost 
men.  But  his  tears  would  run  over  a  shin-  \ 
ing  face.  Perfect  love  and  perfect  faith 
did  not  dry  his  tears,  nor  relieve  him  from 
soul  travail.  So  will  it  be  with  us ;  the 
more  holiness  we  have,  the  more  we  shall  ^ 
be  like  Christ ;  and  the  more  we  become 
like  him,  the  more  we  shall  travail  in  birth 
for  souls,  —  the  more  we  shall  feel  and  do 
to  save  men  from  being  lost. 

When  Christ  was  led  away  to  be  put  to 
death,  large  numbers  of  women  followed 
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him,  weeping,  and,  I  suppose,  crying  to  the 
officers  not  to  put  him  to  death.  Jesus, 
turning  to  them,  said,  "  Daughters  of 
Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for 
yourselves  and  for  your  children."  "  For 
if  they  do  these  things  in  a  green  tree, 
what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry?"  That  is, 
"  If  I,  v/ho  never  sinned,  find  the  cup  of 
wrath  so  bitter,  how  will  it  be  with  those 
who  deserve  it  all?"  So,  if  we  have  dear 
ones  out  of  Christ,  let  us  weep  over  them, 
and  do  all  we  can  to  save  them. 

Can  any  one  believe  men  are  lost,  and 
going  to  eternal  death,  and  know  that 
they  must  be  born  again  soon  or  not  at 
all,  and  not  feel  deeply  for  them?  Ought 
we  to  claim  to  be  Christ's  children,  unless 
we  have  soul  travail  for  lost  men?  The 
best  evidence  of  regeneration  is  intensity 
of  desire  for  the  salvation  of  souls. 

After  Paul  had  entered  into  the  rest  of 
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faith,  he  "  warned  every  one  night  and  day 
with  tears,  for  three  years."  On  another 
occasion,  he  uses  a  still  stronger  term  :  "  I 
say  the  truth  in  Christ,  I  lie  not,  my 
conscience  also  bearing  me  witness  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  that  I  have  great  heaviness 
and  continual  sorrow  in  my  heart."  This 
is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  This  bürden  for 
souls  should  be  the  experience  of  all  who 
claim  the  higher  experience. 


CHAPTER   III. 

SOUL  TRAVAIL. 

Is  soul  travail  in  harmony  with  abiding 
peace  ? 

Was  Christ's  entire  consecration,  or  the 
füll  surrender  of  his  will  to  his  Father, 
ever  more  marked  than  when  he,said,  "  If 
this  cup  may  not  pass  away  from  me 
except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done  "  ?  This 
was  the  deeper  experience,  the  working 
of  perfect  love.  Never  was  he  more  lamb- 
like  than  when  covered  with  bloody  sweat. 
Did  this  disturb  his  sweetest  rest  in  his 
Father's  love  ? 

So  it  will  be  with  us :  if  we  abide  in 
Christ's  love  by  faith,  we  shall  feel  as  Christ 

24 
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did,  and  do  as  he  did,  as  far  as  we  can. 
We  shall  be  with  him  011  the  Mount,  and 
with  equal  pleasure  in  the  garden  ;  be  with 
and  like  him,  in  proportion  as  we  are  holy. 

"  Where'er  he  goes  we  cannot  stay  behind, 
In  what  he  does  our  hands  shall  have  employ ; 

Whene'er  he  suffers,  sorrow  fills  our  minds, 
When  he  rejoices,  we  partake  the  joy." 

If  any  one  claims  this  rieh,  deep  expe- 
rience,  and  does  not  travail  in  birth  for 
souls  much  of  his  time,  and  is  not  found 
often  in  some  Gethsemane,  something  is" 
wrong  in  his  experience,  and  should  at  once 
be  corrected. 

Christ  is  never  pleased  with  worrying 
pain  ;  it  is  no  benefit  to  him  or  his  cause ; 
but  real  soul  travail  is  of  much  importance. 

Many  Christians  suppose  the  "  rest  of 
faith,"  or  an  entire  surrender  of  ourselves 
to  God,  would  lift  us  above  pain,  and  tears, 
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and  groans,  for  others ;  but  it  is  a  great 
mistake.  It  only  puts  us  so  completely 
into  Christ's  hands  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
can  beget  in  us  all  the  soul  travail  we  can 
well  endure. 

Christ  is  our  example  in  this  respect. 
Many  persons  claim  this  deep  and  happy 
experience,  and  yet  know  but  little  about 

soul  travail  for  others,  and  seldom,  if  ever, 

■ 

cry  out,  "  Give  me  souls,  or  eise  I  die." 
Paul  says,  "  I  have  great  heaviness  and 
continual  sorrow  in  my  heart,"  and  yet  he 
was  "always  rejoicing."  Christ's  church, 
or  bride,  is  the  mother  of  his  children. 
They  are  never  born  without  soul  travail 
on  the  part  of  his  people.  "As  soon  as 
Zion  travailed  she  brought  forth." 

Some  have  supposed  that  the  Word 
faithfully  preached  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
would  bring  souls  into  the  kingdom ;  but 
it   is   not   so.      Neither  will    faith   do   it, 
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however  clear  and  strong,  without  travail 
of  soul.  Neither  will  the  highest  ecsta- 
sies  or  joys  of  Christians  do  it.  Nothing 
can  be  a  Substitute  for  pain.  The  Father 
cannot  occupy  the  place  of  the  bride;  nor 
the  Son,  nor  the  Spirit,  nor  the  angels. 

"  Jerusalem  which  is  above,  is  free,  which 
is  the  Mother  of  us  all ; "  that  is,  all  re- 
deemed  souls  are  born  through  her,  and 
in  no  other  way.  This  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  anxiety.  We  may  be  very 
anxious  for  a  revival,  and  labor  hard  for  it, 
yet  have  no  correct  soul  travail.  Rachel 
was  very  anxious  for  children,  and  said, 
"  Give  me  children,  or  eise  I  die."  But  did 
this  anxiety  bring  children  into  the  world? 
Real  agony  for  souls  cries,  "  Lord,  hold 
me  up  in  my  pain " ;  anxiety  says,  "  roll 
pain  on  me."  There  is  no  selfishness  in 
soul  travail.  When  this  State  of  heart  has 
been  begotten  in  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
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then  laborand  travail  becomes  a  necessity. 
There  is  no  other  way  by  which  that 
Christian  can  find  relief.  This  is  to  the 
wicked  "the  unanswerable  argument"  ;  he 
cannot  well  resist  it.  No  exercise  brings 
us  into  a  sweeter  relation  to  Christ  than 
soul  travail,  and  no  experience  is  sweeter 
than  to  become  the  mother  of  a  redeemed 
soul.     This  is  the  joy  of  agony. 

"It  is  from  such  experiences  of  soul 
travail  with  Christ  that  the  Christian  comes 
forth  from  the  closet,  endued  with  the 
divine  gentleness  and  power  of  Christ, 
mightily  to  stir  the  hearts  of  those  who 
have  lost  their  first  love,  and  to  kindle  the 
flarae  of  his  own  soul  upon  theirs.  It  is 
such  experiences  that  let  us  into,  as  it 
were,  the  very  heart  of  Christ,  impossible 
to  fellowship  in  joy  or  work  alone." 

This  is  the  place  where  Christ  very 
tenderly  says  to  his  bride, — 
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"  Chilcl  of  my  love,  lean  hard  ; 
Let  me  feel  the  pressure  of  thy  pain. 
I  know  thy  bürden,  child  ;  I  shaped  it ; 
Poised  it  in  mine  own  hand ;  made  no  proportion 
In  its  weight  to  thine  unaided  strength. 
For,  even  as  I  laid  it  on,  I  said, 
I  shall  be  near,  and  while  she  leans  on  me, 
This  bürden  shall  be  mine,  not  hers. 

....     Yet  nearer  come,  — 
Thou  art  not  near  enough ;  I  would  embrace  thy 

pain, 
So  I  might  feel  my  child  reposing  on  my  breast. 
Thou  lovest  me  ?  I  know  it ;  doubt  not,  then, 
But  loving  me,  leari  hard." 

Oh,  the  sweetness  of  these  hours  of  soul 
travail !  This  is  the  deeper,  higher,  sweeter 
experience. 

Usually  these  exercises  are  in  the  re- 
tired  Chamber  of  his  love  ;  in  the  closet 
or  garden,  away  from  the  gaze  of  the 
world.  (It  is  here  that  the  tenderest  love 
of  the  husband  is  manifested  towards  the 
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mother  of  his  children.)  Never  is  such 
mutual  love  and  tenderness  feit  between 
Christ  and  his  redeemed  ones,  as  when, 
through  her  travail  of  soul,  an  heir  of 
glory  is  born.  No  wonder  all  the  bells  of 
heaven  ring  for  joy  over  such  an  event. 
No  one  drinks  deeper  of  the  cup  of  joy 
and  pleasure  than  the  real  mother  of  this 
heir  of  a  crown  of  life.  This  is  holiness 
in  action ;  this  is  the  higher  life;  the 
deeper  experience ;  the  rest  of  faith. 

When  "  Christ  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners,"  all  power  in  heaven  and 
earth  was  given  into  his  hands  with  which 
to  accomplish  this  work.  To  do  this  in 
the  best  possible  way,  he  redeemed  his 
bride  with  his  blood,  from  the  curse  of 
the  law;  secured  her  affections  to  himself 
in  such  a  way  that  the  love  between  them 
should  be  mutual ;  then  united  with  her  in 
holy  marriage  that  she  might  become  the 
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mother  of  all  his  children.  I  think  no 
soul  has  been  born  again  and  become  a 
Joint  heir  with  Christ,  except  when  Zion 
has  travailed  in  birth  for  it.  "This  is 
the  Lord's  doings;  it  is  marvelous  in  our 
eyes."  This  honor  has  Christ  put  upon 
the  church. 

Well  may  his  spouse  say,  "My  beloved 
is  mine,  and  I  am  his."  "Thy  Maker  is 
thine  husband;  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  his 
name,  and  thy  Redeemer  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel.  The  God  of  the  whole  earth  shall 
he  be  called." 


CHAPTER   IV. 

SHOULD  SOUL  TRAVAIL  BE  CONSTANT  ? 

Would  soul  travail  be  constant  if  we  lived 
right  ? 

MANY  Christians  wonder  why  they  are 
not  constantly  pressed  down  in  pain  for 
their  dear  ones,  until  they  are  brought  to 
Christ.  They  think  the  fault  must  be  with 
themselves,  and  so  accuse  themselves  of 
some  great  wrong. 

There  may  be  two  reasons  for  these 
frequent  seasons  of  relief  from  pain,  —  one 
is,  nature  could  not  endure  a  constant 
labor  of  soul;  the  body  would  die  without 
seasons  of  rest  from  travail.  Another 
reason  for  these  changes  from  agony  of 
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soul  to  rest,  and  from  rest  to  agony,  is  this: 
whenever  we  have  this  bürden  of  soul 
laid  upon  us,  we  may  know  God  is  striving 
with  those  for  whom  we  are  burdened. 

They  may  resist  the  Spirit,  and  perhaps 
cannot  be  brought  in  at  that  time,  and  you 
be  relieved  from  all  soul  labor  for  them  for 
weeks  or  months;  and  you  find  yourself 
drawn  out  in  prayer  for  some  other  object. 
But  again  you  are  moved  by  the  Spirit 
to  pray  for  those  same  persons.  This  is 
evidence  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  striving 
with  them  again.  This  may  be  repeated 
many  times  before  they  can  be  brought  in  ; 
%or  they  may,  after  all  this,  grieve  away  the 
Spirit  and  perish.  "Ye  do  always  resist 
the  Holy  Ghost."  "My  Spirit  shall  not 
always  strive  with  man."  There  will  be 
no  more  bürden  of  soul  for  an  individual 
after  he  has  sinned  away  the  day  of  grace. 
"There  is  a  sin  unto  death ;  I  do  not  say 
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ye  shall  pray  for  it."  No  one  can  have  a 
bürden  of  prayer  for  him  after  that  sin  has 
been  committed/  If  we  have  a  real  soul 
travail  for  any  one,  however  vile,  we  may 
know  they  can  be  saved ;  it  is  not  too  late. 

A  minister  kneeled  down  and  tried  to 
pray  for  a  dying  man,  but  could  not  utter 
a  word.  He  tried  and  tried  again,  but 
could  not  speak  one  word  in  prayer  for 
him,  and  the  dying  man  passed  away. 
God  does  not  always  mark  the  sin  like 
that.  But  after  a  person  has  committed 
that  sin,  no  Christian  will  have  a  bürden 
of  prayer  for  him. 

He  will  not  be  depressed  or  cast  down 
because  he  thinks  he  has  sinned  away  the 
day  of  grace.  He  is  never  gloomy  about 
it.  It  never  shows  itself  in  that  way.  The 
conscience  is  at  ease;  the  spirits  light  and 
gay.  Life  was  never  more  beautiful  to 
him;  he  is  a  sinner  let  alone. 
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Many  Christians  are  wonderfully  per- 
plexed  to  know  why  they  feel  so  much 
more  for  lost  souls  at  one  time  than  at 
another. 

At  one  time  they  are  with  Christ  on  the 
Mount,  füll  of  joy  and  ecstasy,  saying, 
"Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  "  ;  at 
another  time  they  are  in  such  an  agony 
for  souls,  that  for  a  time  they  can  hardly 
sleep  or  work.  To-day  they  travail  in 
birth  for  souls ;  to-morrow  they  are  singing 
their  sweetest  notes  of  praise. 

This  is  as  it  should  be.  If  they  enjoy 
the  abiding  fullness  of  Christa  love,  and 
are  led  by  the  Spirit,  these  variations  from 
pain  of  soul  for  others  to  songs  of  praise, 
back  and  forth,  will  be  their  experience 
through  life.  These  changes  will  sweeten 
all  the  cup  of  their  religious  life,  and  give 
them  perpetual  sunshine  in  their  own  expe- 
rience, if  they  understand  its  true  meaning. 
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In  this  way  they  will  not  only  be  pre- 
pared  to  bring  souls  into  the  kingdom,  but 
to  take  care  of  them  after  they  are  born. 
This  is  the  deeper,  sweeter  life  ;  it  is  really 
the  interior  life  with  Christ.  It  is  not 
all  singing,  nor  all  pain  of  soul,  but  both. 
No  one  should  claim  the  deeper  expe- 
rience  without  both  of  these  exercises. 

I  love,  in  holiness  meetings,  to  hear 
Christians  teil  of  hours,  and  even  days  and 
nights,  spent  in  real  soul  travail,  as  well  as 
of  songs  of  praise  and  great  victories. 
True  holiness  will  make  us  like  Christ  in 
every  place.  This  is  the  way  of  holiness. 
Every  one  of  Christ's  children  should. 
have  this  experience ;  he  will  not  truly 
represent  Christ  without  it. 

Only  those  who  are  familiär,  by  ex- 
perience, with  Gethsemane,  are  fully 
prepared  to  feed  Christ's  lambs.  When 
two  women  brought  a  babe  to  Solomon, 
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each  claiming  it  as  her  own,  Solomon  soon 
found  who  the  real  mother  was.  The 
mother  was  not  willing  the  babe  should 
suffer.  So  no  heart  is  as  tender  toward 
Christ's  weak  and  erring  children,  as  those 
who  have  travailed  in  birth  for  them  ;  and 
no  one  so  well  prepared  to  take  care  of  and 
nurse  them. 

Christ  had  his  seasons  of  relief  from 
pain  of  soul  for  lost  men,  and  so  will  that 
Christian  who  walks  the  nearest  to  Christ. 
Nature  has  its  periods  „f  res.,  and  so  has} 
^grace.  Christ  said,  "Come  ye  yourselves 
apart  into  a  desert  place  and  rest  awhile." 

When  we  are  totally  abandoned  to 
Christ,  we  shall  only  be  burdened  for 
souls  when  we  are  able  to  endure  iL  (No 
one  could  induce  Christ  to  lay  an  ounce 
of  bürden  on  him  more  than  he  can  bear.) 

We  need  not  fear  to  trust  Christ  entirely 
in  this  matter.     Anywhere  duty  may  call 
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us  to  labor  or  suffer ;  in  poverty  or  riches ; 
in  sickness  or  in  health ;  living  or  dying, 
—  still  it  will  remain  true  to  the  end  of  this 
world.  Wisdom's  ways  "  are  ways  of 
pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace." 
The  martyr  is  as  happy  at  the  burning 
stake,  as  is  a  Christian  in  his  own  home 
unmolested.  "As  thy  day  so  shall  thy 
strength  be."  So  let  us  "be  careful  for 
nothing";  "he  careth  for  thee,"  only  trust 
him  without  wavering. 


CHAPTER  V. 

WARDROBE  AND   HABITS. 

Will  tJiis  experience  affect  our  wardrobes, 
our  habits,  and  our  sources  of  pleasure  ? 

I  SELDOM  speak  to  persons  about  dress 
or  jewelry,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the 
fullness  of  Christas  love,  enjoyed  as  an 
abiding  blessing,  will  not  only  regulate  our 
sources  of  pleasure  and  habits,  but  our 
equipage. 

Christ,  no  doubt,  was  neatly  but  plainly 
dressed.  The  Scriptures  clearly  teach 
cleanliness  and  neatness. 

I  often  answer  these  questions  by  saying 
to  the  inquirer:  First  secure  this  precious 
experience ;  read  your  title  clear ;  drink  at 
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the  fountain  of  life  until  you  can  say,  "  My 
cup  runneth  over,"  until  all  doubt  of  your 
acceptance  with  Christ  is  gone.  And  then, 
from  this  new  relation  to  your  Redeemer, 
this  new  experience  of  his  love,  arrange 
everything  to  suit  Christ  and  yourself. 
I  think  then  your  dress,  and  habits,  and 
sources  of  pleasure,  will  be  about  right. 
Your  tastes  and  Christ's  will  then  harmon- 
ize.  You  cannot  determine  so  well  be- 
fore  this  what  you  will  do,  or  about  your 
equipage.  Things  will  appear  different 
when  the  love  of  Christ  fills  your  heart. 

I  found  a  minister  at  the  South,  of  fine 
talents,  earnestly  seeking  a  deeper  expe- 
rience and  an  abiding  fullness  of  Christ's 
love. 

As  we  were  about  to  kneel  in  prayer  for 
this  blessing,  he  asked  what  I  thought  about 
smoking  tobacco  (he  was  an  inveterate 
smoker).     I  replied,  "I  have  not  come  to 
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talk  about  tobacco,  but  to  pray  with  you." 
A  few  days  after,  as  we  were  about  to 
pray  together  again  for  the  same  thing,  he 
said,  — 

"  You  did  not  teil  me  what  you  thought 
about  smoking." 

I  answered  as  before.  Not  long  after 
this  I  met  him  with  a  smiling  face. 

"Oh,"  said  he,  "what  a  blessing  I  have 
found  !  By  the  way,  Brother  Earle,  I  have 
put  away  my  pipe." 

The  heart  filled  with  the  abiding  love  of 
Christ  had  shown  him  the  inconsistency 
of  using  tobacco.  So  with  other  habits 
inconsistent  with  the  deeper  experience,  — 
we  very  naturally  give  them  up. 

How  many  anxious  inquirers  are  kept 
back  from  Christ ;  and  how  many  of  Christa 
dear  children  have  been  kept  from  füll 
consecration  for  fear  they  would  have  to 
give  up  some  pleasure,  or  habit,  or  desired 
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article  of  dress  orjewelry,  if  they  enjoyed 
the  fullness  of  Christ's  love. 

My  course  has  been  in  almost  every  such 
case,  —  if  they  know  of  nothing  in  the  way, 
but  only  fear  there  may  be,  —  to  lead  them 
at  once  to  Christ,  even  if  loaded  with 
jewelry,  or  in  costly  apparel;  urge  them  to 
make  a  füll  surrender  of  themselves,  just 
as  they  are,  to  Christ ;  to  become  one  with 
him,  and  be  made  whole  by  him. 

And  when  satisfied  that  they  are  new 
creaturesin  Christ,  and  the  joy  of  the  Lord 
fills  their  hearts,  let  them,  then,  with  this 
new  love  to  Christ  and  his  people  in  their 
hearts,  arrange  their  dress  and  jewelry,  and 
determine  what  sources  of  pleasure  will 
please  them.  "Asye  have  received  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  him  ;  "  that 
is,  let  them  live  in  the  same  love  and 
fellowship  with  him  they  had  at  first,  • 
only  growing  in  grace  as  they  learn  more 
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and  more  of  Christ.  I  think,  with  thc 
Holy  Spirit  leading  them,  and  the  love  of 
Christ  abiding  in  them,  they  will  regulate 
their  wardrobe  and  habits  about  as  they 
should  be. 

Questions  about  places  of  amusement,  I 
treat  in  about  the  same  way.  A  beautiful 
illustration  of  this  occurred  in  one  series 
of  meetings :  A  gay  young  lady,  of  fine 
culture,  very  fond  of  dancing,  came  to  my 
room  one  day  with  this  inquiry,  "  Do  you 
think  there  is  any  härm  in  little  parlor 
dances?  When  I  go  to  New  York,  I  play 
on  the  piano,  and  the  children  come  in  and 
dance." 

I  asked  her  if,  in  her  opinion,  those 
parlor  dances  created  a  desire  for  the  ball- 
room?  She  replied,  "Yes;  they  do.  The 
children  very  soon  ask  to  attend  balls." 

In  reply  to  my  inquiry,  if  she  could 
dance  as  she  then  feit,  she  replied : 
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"I  could  not  dance  as  I  feel  now;  I 
never  was  so  happy  as  now.  I  never  en- 
joyed  religion  as  I  do  now." 

Her  face  was  radiant  with  the  love  of 
Christ.  I  asked  her  if  she  thought  she 
enjoyed  too  much  religion.  She  thought 
not. 

"Well/'  I  said,  "if  you  cannot  dance 
when  you  enjoy  religion  as  you  do  now, 
you  will  have  to  backslide  and  get  cold  be- 
fore  you  will  feel  like  dancing,  or  wish  to." 

I  purposely  left  the  question  with  which 
the  conversation  began,  unanswered.  She 
went  home,  and  thought  it  over,  and  soon 
after  said  to  me,  "  I  have  got  through 
dancing." 

I  never  knew  a  Christian  enjöying  the 
abiding  fullness  of  Christ's  love  at  the 
time,  who  desired  to  dance,  or  play  cards,  or 
attend  theatres ;  he  has  something  so  much 
better,  that  these  places  and  amusements 
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are  too  insipid  for  him  ;  he  cannot  afford 
to  live  on  husks  when  his  Father's  house 
abounds  with  plenty.  No  matter  whether 
it  is  right  or  wrong ;  he  does  not  desire  it 
while  he  has  something  so  much  better. 

I  should  not  like  to  say,  those  are  not 
Christians  who  dance  or  attend  theatres ; 
but  I  never  knew  one  who  was  Walking 
sweetly  with  Christ,  who  desired  it.  He  is 
so  well  satisfied  with  Christ  that  he  does 
not  need  or  desire  anything  eise  to  fill 
the  void. 

"  But  when  we  feel  a  Saviour's  love, 
All  good  in  him  we  view ; 
Nor  need  we  ever  change  again, 
For  Christ  is  always  new." 


CHAPTER  VI. 

UNWILLING  TO   PROFESS. 

Can  a  Christian  enjoy  abiding  peace  in 
Christ,  and  not  profess  it  ? 

I  THINK  many  have  walked  very  sweetly 
with  Christ,  and  had  the  abiding  fullness 
of  his  love,  in  whose  heart  "there  is  no 
condemnation,"  who  have  never  thought 
of  professing  it  as  such. 

They  had  embraced  Christ  as  their 
Redeemer,  and  had  been  forgiven.  But 
finding  themselves  unable  to  resist  the 
tempter's  snares,  had  embraced  Christ  as 
a  keeping  Saviour,  and  were  kept  sweetly 
without  thinking  of  it  as  separate  from 
conversion.      They  had   spoken  of   great 
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peace  and  trust,  and  were  more  than 
willing  to  let  every  one  know  it. 

No  one  could  enjoythe  abiding  presence 
of  the  Comforter,  and  refuse  to  profess  it, 
if  the  occasion  required  its  acknowledg- 
ment.  A  very  natural  feeling  when  we 
enjoy  sweet  peace  in  believing,  is  to  want 
every  one  to  share  it. 

"Restore  unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  sal- 
vation,  then  will  I  teach  transgressors  thy 
ways."  David  says,  "I  have  not  hid  thy 
righteousness  within  my  heart "  ;  "I  have 
declared  thy  faithfulness  and  thy  salva- 
tion."  To  have  so  rieh  an  experience  of 
Christ's  keeping  power,  and  not  want 
others  to  partake  of  it,  seems  very  un- 
natural. Andrew's  first  impulse,  after 
conversion,  was  to  have  his  brother  enjoy 
the  same  great  blessing.  "  He  first  findeth 
his  own  brother  Simon,  and  saith  unto 
him,  We  have  found  the  Messias.,,     "And 
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he  brought  him  to  Jesus."  The  angels  did 
not  wait  until  morning  to  teil  the  good 
news  of  Christas  advent  into  this  world. 
It  was  too  good  not  to  be  made  known. 
So  is  the  rest  of  faith  when  experienced. 

I  think  any  one  enjoying  the  true  life  as 
an  abiding  blessing,  will  want  to  make  it 
known  to  others,  and  will  do  it,  if  he  thinks 
the  occasion  will  admit  of  it.  He  may  not 
speak  of  it  as  a  blessing  distinct  from 
forgiveness.  He  may  never  have  thought 
of  it  in  that  light,  but  will  do  it  as  soon  as 
he  perceives  it.  In  hiding  our  experience 
from  others,  we  grieve  the  Spirit,  and  lose 
the  joy  ourselves. 

Reader,  if  you  have  the  abiding  presence 
of  Christ  with  you,  can  anything  afford 
you  more  comfort  than  to  make  it  known 
to  all  aboutyou,  that  others  "may  become 
partakers  of  like  precious  faith  "  ?  "  Ye 
are  my  witnesses,  saith  the  Lord." 


CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  POWER  OF  TEMPTATION. 

Ts  the  power  of  temptation  as  strong  with 
this  experience  as  without  it  ? 

I  SUPPOSE  the  tempter's  power  is  not 
weakened.  He  never  knew  better  how  to 
tempt  fallen  man  than  now.  Never  could 
he  bring  more  influences  to  bear  lipon 
the  weak  Christian  than  at  the  present 
time  ;  and  never  did  Christ's  children  need 
a  keeping  power  more  than  now.  Spirit- 
ual wickedness  never  filled  high  places 
more  than  to-day.  Christianity  is  dressed 
in  almost  every  form.  Never  were  there 
stronger  temptations  to  sin  than  we  find 
among  us  to-day.  In  the  pulpit,  and  in 
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the  pew,  oh,  how  many  church  members 
have  fallen  of  late  !  There  seems  no  safety 
for  a  moment,  unless  \ve  are  kept  by  a 
mighty  power.  The  great  flood  of  in- 
iquity  seems  sweeping  everything  before 
it,  so  that  the  humble  Christian  cries  out, 
"  O,  that  I  had  in  the  wilderness  a  lodging- 
place  of  wayfaring  men,  that  I  might  leave 
my  people  and  go  from  them."  How 
many  are  calling  in  distress,  "Who  shall 
deliverme?,,  "Is  there  any  place  where 
safety  and  soul  rest  can  be  f ound  ?  "  There 
is  such  a  place  for  each  one  of  us,  —  in 
Christ.  "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest." 

In  Christ  there  is  soul  rest.  He  who  led 
captivity  captive  is  able  to  keep  what  we 
commit  to  him.  Never  was  Satan's  powei 
exerted  with  more  force  and  strength  thar 
when  it  was  brought  against  Christ. 
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Temptation  to  sin  found  nö  sympathy 
in  him.  Those  who  abide  in  his  love  find 
the  power  of  temptation  broken,  so  that  it 
is  much  easier  to  resist  it.  As  temptation 
to  intemperance  is  much  less  to  one  unac- 
customed  to  alcoholic  drinks  than  to  one 
inflamed  with  rum ;  so  to  a  Christian  filled 
with  the  abiding  fullness  of  Christ's  love 
and  presence,  —  one  who  is  satisfied  with 
God,  temptation  to  sin  has  but  little 
power.  He  finds  such  a  satisfaction  in 
God,  such  a  completeness  in  religion,  that 
he  really  does  not  long  for  anything  eise. 

To  realize  Christ  with  us  constantly,  is  a 
strong  guard  against  sin.  Besides,  Christ 
has  promised  to  keep  him  in  the  hour  of 
temptation,  and  he  believes  he  will  do  it ; 
and  he  does  do  it. 

Faith  that  does  not  waver  becomes  a 
strong  shield  against  temptation.  If  our 
faith  is  weak,  and  our  love  cold,  and  the 
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Service  of  Christ  does  not  afford  us  much 
pleasure,  —  temptation  is  much  more  likely 
to  overcome  us.  The  sheep  away  from 
the  fold  and  shepherd,  is  an  easier  prey  to 
the  wolf.  To  fight  the  fight  of  faith  is  to 
trust  Christ  to  protect  us  every  minute. 
When  temptation  assails  you,  "  Jesus,  keep 
me"  is  breathed  at  once;  and  as  there  is 
no  doubt  in  your  mind  but  that  he  will 
keep  you,  at  that  minute,  the  power  of 
Christ  is  brought  at  once  against  the 
tempter,  and  all  is  peace.  This  is  the  rest 
of  faith,  not  of  faithfulness.  It  is  so  easy 
to  resist  when  Christ  is  near.  Besides,  the 
fullness  of  divine  love  really  destroys,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  desire  for  the  pleasures 
of  sin.  The  love  of  sin  seems  gone,  when 
we  are  filled  with  the  Spirit.  Satan  knows 
we  must  backslide  to  be  strongly  tempted 
to  sin. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

WATCHFULNESS. 

Will  it  not  require  great  watchfulness  to 
r etain  this  true  life  rest  ?    A  nd  can  it  be  lost  ? 

Christ  everywhere  enjoins  constant 
watchfulness  on  the  part  of  his  children. 
"Watch  and  pray  lest  ye  enter  into 
temptation.,,  "And  what  I  say  unto  you, 
I  say  unto  all,  Watch. " 

Watchfulness,  when  you  are  filled  with 
the  Spirit,  is  very  much  like  your  breathing. 
You  do  not  try  to  breathe,  it  is  natural  ; 
it  is  painful  not  to  breathe.  So  with  a  soul 
in  harmony  with  God.  His  service  is  so 
easy,  so  natural,  you  are  looking  for 
opportunities    to    do    good.      It    is   your 
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meat  and  drink  to  do  his  will.  We  do 
not  need  to  be  watching  Satan,  for  fear  he 
will  get  the  advantage  of  us.  We  watch 
to  know  what  Christ  will  have  us  do ; 
watch  to  know  his  will ;  watch  to  see 
that  we  are  relying  on  Christ  for  keep- 
ing  power,  and  not  on  our  watchfulness. 
Temptation  is  presented  ;  but  it  has  but 
little  power  over  us,  if  abiding  in  the  true 
life. 

You  have  so  committed  the  keeping 
of  your  soul  to  Christ  that  he  fights  your 
battles  for  you,  while  you  trust  all  to  him 
without  doubting.  "Thou  wilt  keep  him 
in  perfect  peace  whose  mind  is  stayed  on 
thee."  Not  Christ  and  your  faithfulness, 
but  Christ  alone.  So  that  you  have  two 
hands  to  work  with  now,  instead  of  one. 

Christ  has  covenanted  to  keep  that  soul 
in  peace  that  trusts  all  to  him,  and  you 
believe  he  will  do  it ;  if  so,  he  does  do  it. 
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It  is  not  a  careless  feeling,  but  a  confiding 
one.  Wherever  duty  calls,  you  go  without 
fear,  expecting  to  be  kept,  and  are  not 
disappointed. 

Like  the  Israelite  with  the  blood  on  the 
door-post,  he  trusted  the  promise  God 
had  made  him,  "  I  will  see  the  blood  and 
pass  by."  Although  the  cry  of  death  was 
in  every  house  about  him,  he  was  calm. 
God  did  not  require  him  to  remain  by  the 
door-post  to  show  the  blood,  but  said,  "  I 
will  see  it."  Watchfulness  becomes,  as  it 
were,  trustfulness ;  it  is  easy  then  to  watch, 
and  pray,  and  trust. 

I  have  met  quite  a  number  who  say  they 
once  enjoyed  this  blessing,  and  lost  it.  But 
on  a  careful  inquiry,  I  found  they  had  been 
forgiven  and  justified  freely,  and  were  very 
happy  and  joyful  for  a  season;  but  while 
they  prayed  and  hoped  to  be  kept  in  that 
sweet  State  of  heart  and  life,  they  did  not 
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believe  without  a  doubt  that  Christ  would 
keep  them  there. 

The  difficulty  was  in  their  faith ;  they 
could  not  quite  believe,  and  so  Christ  could 
not  keep  them.  It  is  the  rest  which 
faith  brings.  "  If  thou  canst  believe  ;  "  "  all 
things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth." 
If  legions  of  pure  angels  could  sin  and 
fall,  I  should  not  like  to  say  we  could  not 
backslide.  I  mean  it  is  possible  to  go 
back  into  the  old  plodding  —  up  and  down 
way  of  living.  Yet^n  all  the  cases  I  have 
found,  their  faith  for  keeping  power  was 
deficient.  If  you  find  your  unbelief  is  in 
the  way,  ask  God  to  help  and  remove  that 
unbelief. 

I  think  when  any  one  comes  to  believe 
that  Christ  will  keep  him  in  the  abiding 
fullness  of  his  love,  he  will  not  be  likely  to 
lose  it. 


CHAPTER   IX. 

TWO    DISTINCT  OBJECTS. 

Is  the  faiih  that  enables  us  to  abide  in  the 
■fullness  of  Christ' s  love>  different  front  the 
faith  exercised  at  regener ation  ? 

"ACCORDING  to  your  faith  be  it  unto 
you,"  will  remain  true  until  the  end  of  time. 
Every  one  of  us  has,  in  actual  possession 
now,  just  what  we  have  believed  for. 
"  What  things  soever  ye  desire  when  ye 
pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye 
shall  have  them.,,  "  If  we  know  that  he 
hear  us,  whatsoever  we  ask,  we  know  that 
we  have  the  petition  that  we  desired  of 
him."  That  is,  if  we  know  that  our  prayer 
is  the  prayer  of  faith  (a  very  difficult  thing 
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for  an  erring  Christian  to  know),  then  we 
know  he  hears  us,  and  we  have  the  thing 
desired. 

When  we  saw  ourselves  lost  sinners,  we 
embraced  Christ  as  our  Redeemer,  and  we 
received  the  evidence  of  our  conversion. 
It  was  just  what  we  believed  for.  We 
rejoiced  in  Christ  as  our  Saviour  from  hell. 
We  had  not  feit  up  to  that  time  the  need  of 
one  to  keep  us  from  falling.  We  thought 
our  faithfulness,  with  God's  blessing,  would 
do  that;  "we  thought  our  summer  would 
last  all  the  year."  We  wondered  why 
every  one  did  not  enjoy  the  same. 

But  soon  we  began  to  see  that  sin  was 
in  our  members.  We  renewed  our  vows 
of  faithfulness ;  fasted  and  prayed,  and 
were  forgiven,  but  were  in  captivity  again. 
And  so  our  religious  enjoyment  fluctu- 
ated.  To-day,  happy ;  to-morrow,  un- 
happy;  until  it  was  plainly  shown  to  us 
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that  we  needed  more  than  regeneration. 
We  needed  a  keeping  power  we  did  not 
possess.  Then  our  cry  was,  "  Who  can  do 
it?"  "Who  shall  deliver  me-  from  the 
body  of  this  death?"  The  Spirit,  sooner 
or  later,  answers  the  earnest  cry  of  Christ's 
children  for  light.  Like  Paul,  we  begin  to 
say,  "I  thank  God  through  Jesus  Christ. " 
Light  beamed  upon  the  mind  ;  we  now  saw 
that  God  had  provided  in  Christ  a  keeping 
power.  "What  the  law  could  not  do," 
and  what  our  faithfulness  had  failed  to  do, 
God  had  sent  his  Son  to  do.  Then  we 
embraced  Christ ;  not  as  a  Saviour  from 
hell,  —  we  had  done  that  before,  —  but  as  a 
keeping  Saviour,  to  keep  us  in  sweet  peace 
moment  by  moment.  Here  also  we  re- 
ceived  just  what  we  believed  for,  and  at 
once  entered  into  soul  rest  in  all  the  labors 
and  trials  of  life. 

Now  the  conditions  were  met  by  faith, 
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so  that  Christ  could  keep  us  sweetly.  "  He 
could  do  no  mighty  works  there,  because 
of  their  unbelief."  That  is,  unbelief  pre- 
vented  the  display  of  omnipotent  power. 
So  unwavering  faith  will  prepare  the  way 
for  that  power  to  be  exerted. 

It  is  the  same  faith ;  faith  in  the  same 
Saviour,  but  for  two  distinct  blessings, — 
one  for  forgiveness  of  sin,  the  other  for 
the  abiding  fullness  of  his  love.  Let  us 
remember,  then,  that  whatever  we  want  of 
God  we  are  to  believe  for  that  definite 
thing.  When  the  Apostle  James  said,  "  The 
prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and  the 
Lord  shall  raise  him  up,"  he  meant  faith 
for  that  particular  blessing.  Whatever  we 
can  believe  for  without  doubting,  we  are 
sure  to  have  ;  it  cannot  fail.  "  Faith  is  the 
substance  of  things  hoped  for,"  whatever 
it  may  be.  It  is  to  its  possessor  what  a 
deed  of  a  piece  of  land  is  to  its  owner. 
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We  can  never  believe  for  a  thing  God 
sees  he  cannot  give.  We  can  always 
receive  an  answer  to  the  prayer  of  faith ; 
but  it  may  be  a  negative  answer,  as  in  the 
case  of  David  for  his  little  son,  and  Paul 
for  the  removal  of  the  thorn.  Faith  re- 
ceives  the  answer  to  prayer,  and  either  gets 
the  thing  prayed  for,  or  something  better. 
If  the  thing  prayed  for  cannot  be  granted, 
you  will  not  have  faith  for  that  definite 
thing,  only  that  you  can  be  answered. 

If  God  has  clearly  promised  a  given 
blessing,  we  may,  and  should,  believe  for 
that,  and  thus  receive  it.  If  it  is  promised, 
it  is  an  indorsed  check  on  the  bank  of 
heaven.  If  the  thing  we  pray  for  can  be 
granted,  älthough  not  clearly  promised, 
God  in  that  case  gives  special  faith,  so  that 
we  feel  sure  of  it  from  the  witness  of  the 
Spirit.  For  instance,  God  has  nowhere 
promised    that    a    particular    person   will 
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be  converted,  if  every  Christian  on  earth 
should  fast  and  pray  for  him.  God  decreed 
the  unfettered  volition  of  that  man's  will, 
and  cannot  violate  that  decree.  The  man 
may  resist  all,  and  perish.  Prayer  avails 
much  ;  and  in  answer  to  prayer,  God  will 
save  him,  if  possible ;  and  if  we  come  to 
believe  firmly  that  the  man  will  be  con- 
verted, it  is  because  God  sees  that  he  will 
surrender  all,  and  the  Spirit  communi- 
cates  this  special  faith  to  us.  This  accounts 
for  firm  faith  in  one  case,  and  no  real  faith 
in  the  other.  Faith,  then,  that  enables  us 
to  abide  in  Christ's  love,  and  faith  at  regen- 
eration,  is  the  same,  only  for  two  different 
blessings. 


CHAPTER   X. 

SHOULD    IT  BE   SPOKEN  OF? 

Should  this  experience  be  spoken  of  every- 
where  ? 

GREAT  wisdom  is  needed  to  know  just 
when  and  where  to  introduce  any  subject, 
however  dear  to  us,  that  we  know  is  dis- 
tasteful  to  those  with  whom  we  would 
speak. 

To  give  a  sick  person  medicine  he  is 
not  prepared  for,  might  prove  very  inju- 
rious,  although  it  is  just  the  medicine  he 
needs.  Prepare  the  system  for  it,  then 
administer  to  him.  There  is  a  time  to 
speak  on  every  right  subject,  and  a  time  to 
be  silent.     Our  Saviour  told  his  disciples, 
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when  they  entered  a  house,  "  First  say, 
Peace  be  to  this  house ;  and  if  the  Son  of 
Peace  be  there,  your  peace  shall  rest  upon 
it ;  if  not,  it  shall  turn  to  you  again."  That 
is,  introduce  the  subject  of  religion,  and 
if  it  is  an  unwelcome  subject  to  the  house, 
you  will  get  no  hearty  response.  In 
that  case,  obtain  a  hearing  some  other 
way,  if  you  can,  and  be  ready  at  the  very 
first  opportunity  to  speak  of  Christ  to 
them.  So  on  this  subject:  ascertain,  if 
possible,  if  those  you  wish  to  lead  up 
higher  are  ready  to  hear  you ;  if  not,  take 
more  time  to  prepare  the  way.  "Never 
ride  a  hobby." 

There  are  many  things  in  religion  that 
Christians  harmonize  in;  these  we  can 
speak  more  freely  about. 

If  you  have  experienced  something  you 
think  other  Christians  have  not,  and  you 
learn  they  are  opposed  to,  let  them  see 
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in  your  spirit  and  life  the  fruit  of  this 
glorious  experience.  In  many  cases  they 
will  seek  an  interview  with  you  on  the 
subject,  or  the  way  will  open  for  you  to 
speak  to  them.  Perhaps  you  can  give 
them  a  book  or  tract  on  the  subject.  In 
any  event,  do  not  compel  them  to  hear 
you  often  against  their  will,  if  it  can  be 
avoided.  "  Be  ready  to  give  to  every  man 
that  asketh,  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is 
in  you  with  meekness  and  fear." 

I  think  much  injury  has  been  done, 
and  much  prejudice  excited  against  this 
subject,  by  Christians  who  mean  well,  in 
almost  every  meeting  they  attend,  saying 
in  what  appears  a  heartless  manner,  "I 
love  God  with  all  my  heart,  and  my  neigh- 
bor  as  myself,"  "  Jesus  saves  me  now,"  or 
something  like  this.  Even  if  it  is  true, 
we  do  not  need  to  speak  of  it  generally, 
as  if  we  had  nothing  eise  to  speak  of. 
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Let  us  speak  of  what  God  has  done  for 
us,  and  is  doing,  with  great  humility  and 
tenderness,  if  we  would  win  others  to  this 
experience. 

Come  oftener  to  meeting  from  the  closet, 
to  say  with  Paul,  "  I  have  great  heaviness 
and  continual  sorrow  in  my  heart," —  in 
view  of  the  condition  of  lost  men;  or  with 
Jeremiah,  "O  that  my  head  were  waters, 
and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I 
might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of 
the  daughter  of  my  people  "  ;  or  with  Jesus, 
"  He  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it." 

Let  these  tears  always  run  over  a  shining 
face,  that  all  may  see  that,  while  Jesus 
keeps  you  sweetly  in  his  love,  yet  you 
sorrow  for  others.  "  Sorrowful,  yet  always 
rejoicing."  The  fruit  of  holiness,  or  per- 
fect  love  in  Christ,  was  tears,  and  agony, 
and  death  itself,  for  lost  men.  If  all  who 
profess  the  higher  or  deeper  experience, 


SHOULD   IT  BE   SPOKEN   OF?  67 

when  they  speak  of  resting  so  sweetly 
in  Christ  themselves,  would  at  the  same 
time  satisfy  the  unconverted  that  they  are 
"greatly  concerned  for  their  salvation," 
their  influence  on  this  subject  would  be 
greatly  increased. 

An  experience  that  leads  us  to  weep 
over  lost  men,  and  seek  to  lead  them  to 
Christ,  can  be  spoken  of  almost  anywhere 
with  safety.  "  He  that  winneth  souls  is 
wise."  Let  no  one  shrink  for  a  moment 
from  confessing  their  experience  of  Christ's 
love.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  give  us  wis- 
dom  to  know  just  when  and  where  to 
speak  for  Christ.  May  all  who  read  these 
pages  have  wisdom  to  know  when  to  teil 
what  God  has  done  for  them,  and  courage 
to  defend  the  truth  on  this  subject  as  well 
as  others. 


CHAPTER  XL 

SHOULD  ALL  HAVE   IT? 

Ought  every  Christian  to  have  this  expe- 
rience  ? 

Luke  says,  Christ  "  commanded  them 
(the  disciples)  that  they  should  not  depart 
from  Jerusalem,  but  wait  for  the  promise 
of  the  Father."  This  was  their  outfit  for 
their  work.  It  is  not  optional  with  us 
whether  we  will  put  on  the  whole  armor 
of  God  or  not.  "Abide  in  me,  and  I  in 
you."  "If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my 
words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what 
ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you." 
This  is  on  condition  that  we  abide  in 
hira 
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Are  we  at  liberty  to  do  differently  from 
this,  even  if  we  are  willing?  It  is  not  our 
loss  so  much,  but  the  cause  of  Christ  that 
suffers,  from  our  want  of  preparation  for 
our  work.  A  tree  or  plant,  abiding  in  the 
soil,  takes  deep,  strong  root,  and  brings 
f orth  much  fruit ;  but  if  taken  out  of  the 
soil  frequently,  —  although  replaced  with 
tender  care,  —  will  be  dwarfish,  and  bring 
forth  but  little  fruit.  So  with  Christ's 
children ;  if  they  abide  without  interrup- 
tion  in  the  fullness  of  Christ's  love,  they 
will  not  only  grow  rapidly,  but  bring  forth 
much  fruit. 

While  every  grace  is  strengthened 
by  abiding,  so  every  power  for  doing 
good  is  weakened  by  fluctuating.  If  the 
Father  is  glorified  by  our  bringing  forth 
much  fruit,  he  is  dishonored  by  our  want 
of  fruit. 

To  abide  in  the  fullness  of  Christ's  love, 
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gives  great  courage  and  humble  boldness 
to  his  children.  "When  they  saw  the 
boldness  of  Peter  and  John  —  they  took 
knowledge  of  them  that  they  had  been 
with  Jesus." 

Help  is  always  at  hand,  if  we  abide  in 
Christ,  and  he  in  us.  "  If  a  man  love  me, 
he  will  keep  my  words,  and  my  Father  will 
love  him ;  and  we  (  Father  and  Son  )  will 
come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with 
him."  Oh,  what  distinguished  guests  to 
have  in  our  homes  !  Then  all  power,  all 
wisdom,  and  all  possible  perfections  are 
constantly  at  hand.  "  He  that  dwelleth 
in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him." 
So  that  if  we  want  to  dwell  in  God,  dwell 
in  love. 

Let  us  remember  that  we  are  bound 
to  dwell  in  love.  There  is  no  choice 
about  the  matter.  "  It  is  the  command  of 
God,  and  therefore  he  is  perfectly  willing 
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and  anxious  to  make  us  able  to  do  it."  If 
your  faithfulness  will  not  secure  to  you 
abiding  rest  in  Christ,  ask  Jesus  to  keep 
you  in  his  love  all  the  time ;  and  if  your 
faith  is  unwavering,  he  will  keep  you  every 
moment.  "What  things  soever  ye  desire 
when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them, 
and  ye  shall  have  them."  If  you  ask  him 
in  faith  to  give  you  abiding  rest  and  peace, 
you  will  have  it ;  you  cannot  fail  to  receive 
it.  We  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God, 
through  faith. 

As  a  soldier  has  no  right  to  go  to  the 
battle-field  without  his  armor,  even  if  he 
is  willing,  so  every  Christian  is  required 
to  obtain  his  füll  outfit  for  work.  Christ 
"commanded  them,  that  they  (his  disci- 
ples  )  should  not  depart  from  Jerusalem,  but 
wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father  ;  which, 
saith  he,  ye  have  heard  of  me."  This 
was  binding  on  them  all.     Nothing  could 
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be  a  Substitute  for  power  from  on  high,  — 
the  abiding  fullness  of  the  Spirit,  the 
rest  of  faith,  or,  as  many  express  it,  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

What  awonderfulincrease  of  power  was 
given  to  the  disciples  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  They  could  face  any  danger 
or  difficulty  after  that.  This  went  with 
them  down  through  all  their  ministry, 
and  God  was  greatly  glorified  by  this 
increase  of  spiritual  power. 

Let  me  inquire  of  the  reader,  "  Have 
you  in  actual  possession  the  abiding  rest 
of  faith  in  Christ ?"  If  not,  will  you  not 
at  once  put  on  this  important  part  of  the 
Christians  armor?  Not  rest  from  labor 
and  toil,  or  even  suffering,  if  Jesus  wills ; 
but  rest  in  them  all.  In  this  state  you  will 
not  worry  at  things  that  seem  dark  and 
mysterious;  but,  trusting  all  with  God, 
your  peace  will  be  as  a  river,  and  your 


SHOULD   ALL  HAVE   IT?  73 

power  to  do  good  greatly  increased ; 
while  the  wicked  around  you  will  want 
that  peace  and  rest  in  Christ  that  so 
wonderfully  sustains  you  in  labor,  in 
suffering,  and  in  death. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

IS  IT  SINLESS? 

Is  the  true  abiding  life  in  Christ  a  sinless 
State  ? 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  much  thought 
and  careful  inquiry  with  me,  to  know  if 
the  word  of  God  teaches  the  doctrine 
of  sinless  perfection  in  this  life.  Whatever 
God's  word  teaches,  I  wish  to  practice  and 
teach,  whether  I  fully  comprehend  it  all 
or  not.  I  have  adopted  the  Bible  as  the 
law  of  my  heart  and  life.  I  do  not  use 
the  expression,  "  sinless  perfection,"  be- 
cause  I  believe  the  Scriptures  nowhere 
teach  it  as  attained  in  this  life,  except  in  a 
qualified  sense. 
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I  would  recommend  all  Christians  not 
to  use  the  expression.  This  term,  "sinless 
perfection,"  caused  me  to  hesitate  about 
making  any  effort  to  abide  without  in- 
terruption  or  condemnation  in  Christ.  I 
became  satisfied  that  it  would  be  the  rest 
that  faith  brings,  if  I  obtained  it ;  and  as 
"faith  is  a  persuasion  of  the  mind  resting 
upon  evidence,"  I  must  have  the  word  of 
God  to  rest  that  faith  upon.  And  as  I 
could  not  find  in  the  Scriptures  the  doc- 
trine  of  sinless  perfection  in  this  life,  I 
could  not  seek  it  in  faith ;  and  so  I 
stumbled  on.  I  found  a  few  Christians  in 
the  different  denominations,  claiming  this 
attainment.  They  evidently  were  devoted 
Christians  Walking  very  correctly  with 
Christ,  but  did  not  seem  perfect  to  me. 

All  this  time  I  was  much  dissatisfied 
with  my  up  and  down  experience.  My 
own  unrest  increased.     It  is  evident  to  me 
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now,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  thus  signify- 
ing  to  me  that  there  was  a  better  life ;  a 
higher  plane ;  a  deeper  experience, —  where 
the  soul  might  abide  in  the  fullness  of 
Christa  love  without  interruption,  no 
matter  what  might  occur.  I  could  not  be 
happy  in  this  unsettled  state.  Something 
must  be  don,e.  I  must  have  more  than  I 
then  possessed.  I  saw  clearly  that  the 
Bible  taught  something  on  this  subject.  I 
could  find  sweet  soul  rest  taught  even  in 
this  life.  I  collected  such  passages  as 
these :  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perf ect 
peace  whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee;  be- 
cause  he  trusteth  in  thee. "  "If  ye  abide 
in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall 
ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto 
you." 

I  found  Enoch  had  walked  with  God  for 
hundreds  of  years,  and  was  translated  to 
heaven  without  going  into  the  grave  at  all. 
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Paul  says,  "  There  is,  therefore,  now  (not 
at  some  future  time,  but  now)  no  con- 
demnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus, 
who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after 
the  Spirit."  Here  was  one  living,  work- 
ing,  and  Walking  before  God  without 
condemnation.  Then  I  found  this  same 
apostle,  four  years  after,  writing  to  the 
Phillipians,  and  saying  to  them,  "Not  as 
though  I  had  already  attained,  either  were 
already  perfect :  but  I  follow  after,  if  that 
I  may  apprehend  that  for  which  also  I  am 
apprehended  of  Christ  Jesus."  In  the  same 
connection,  he  says,  "  Let  us,  therefore, 
as  many  as  be  perfect,  be  thus  minded." 
I  saw  clearly  that  it  was  perfection  in  a 
qualified  sense  only. 

At  last,  after  a  long  search  and  a  great 
struggle,  I  decided  that  the  secret  of 
abidkig  rest  in  Christ,  was  not  by  my 
Coming  into  a  sinless  state,  nor  in  my  per- 
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fect  obedience  to  GocTs  law,  but  in  being 
so  completely  in  Christ,  by  faith,  that  he 
could  have  the  entire  control  of  my  whole 
being,  soul  and  body.  Such  a  surrender 
of  my  will  to  his,  that  I  should  have 
nothing  to  say  about  how  he  should  give  me 
rest ;  that  should  be  left  entirely  with  him. 
No  help  wanted  from  .  me  ;  Christ  would 
give  rest  when,  and  how,  and  as  he  thought 
best.  It  was  enough  for  me  that  he,  with 
all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  in  his  hands, 
said,."I  will  give  you  rest."  That,  after 
letting  go  of  everything  eise,  and  commit- 
ting  myself  into  his  hands  to  be  made 
whole,  I  should  be  passive,  so  far  as 
helping  him  was  concerned.  Like  a  sick 
patient,  after  putting  himself  into  the 
hands  of  a  skillful  physician,  takes  ether 
or  Chloroform,  that  there  may  be  no 
struggle  on  his  part,  but  trusting  all  to  the 
physician.     So  with  us ;  it  is  not  Jesus  and 
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our  struggles,  but  Jesus  alone.  We  are  to 
trust  Christ  to  effect  a  perfect  eure ;  to 
trust  him  just  as  we  are  in  all  our  guilt  and 
pollution.  "  All  things  are  possible  to  him 
that  believeth." 

I  have  not  called  it  perfect  love,  nor 
perfect  faith,  nor  perfect  anything,  so  far 
as  our  act  is  concerned,  except  in  a  quali- 
fied  sense.  The  gospel  was  made  for 
imperfect  men.  We  embraced  it  with  the 
best  faith  we  had,  in  our  weak,  palsied 
condition.  Here  Christ  met  us,  and  took 
us  as  we  were.  So  in  giving  us  abiding 
peace.  As  soon  as  we  could  trust  him 
entirely,  no  staggering  at  the  promise,  "  I 
will  give  you  rest,"  he  did  it ;  but  in  his 
way,  not  ours.  He  always  leads  the  blind 
differently  from  what  they  plan. 

At  this  point  the  reader  may  desire  to 
ask  a  few  questions  : 

"  Does  not  our  heavenly  Father  require 
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perfection  of  each  one  of  us ;  and,  if  so, 
can  we  render  it  in  our  imperfect  State  ?  " 

"  Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect." 
(  Matt.  v.  48. ) 

This  divine  requirement  will  never 
change  or  be  modified.  No  one  can  enter 
heaven  with  anything  short  of  this. 

The  soul  that  takes  Christ  for  his  Saviour, 
is  as  well  prepared  to  meet  this  require- 
ment now,  as  he  will  be  at  death  or  at  the 
judgment.  "  Can  man  be  just  with  God  ?  " 
is  the  question  that  angels  wanted  to  look 
into  when  it  was  first  intimated  that  it 
could  be  done.  How  precious  does  Christ 
appear  just  at  this  point.  "  Who  of  God 
is  made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteous- 
ness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption." 
Every  claim  of  the  perfect  law  of  God  is 
met  here  by  faith  in  Christ. 

When   the  perfect  law  of   God  laid  its 
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Claims  before  Abraham  for  füll  and  perfect 
satisfaction,  Abraham  offered  as  the  only 
ground  of  his  hope  the  finished  atonement 
of  Christ.  This  was  counted  to  him  as 
füll  payment  for  every  claim  the  perfect 
law  of  God  brought  against  him.  "  He 
believed  God."  Faith  takes  what  Christ 
has  done;  goes  to  the  Father  and  meets 
the  demands  of  the  law  as  fully  and  per- 
fectly  as  though  we  had  the  ability  without 
Christ.  This  is  salvation  and  rest  in  Christ. 
In  this  way  Christ  is  made  to  those  that 
believe,  "Wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctifi- 
cation,  and  redemption.,, 

The  sentence  of  death  is  on  all  our 
bodies.  "  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust 
shalt  thou  return."  For  wise  reasons  the 
gospel  does  not  lift  this  sentence  from  the 
body.  The  promised  Comforter  comes  to 
abide  with  us  to  the  end.  While  we  live 
in  these  condemned  bodies,  we  shall  need 
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to  be  kept  under  the  blood  every  moment. 
Not  in  condemnation, —  "there  is  no  con- 
demnation  "  to  one  thus  kept.  He  has  both 
hands  to  work  with  now,  since  he  can  trust 
Christ  without  doubting. 

He  now  has  abiding  rest  and  peace  in 
his  work,  whether  in  toil,  and  pain,  and 
suffering  (if  the  plan  of  Christ  is  to  lead 
him  there),  or  in  the  midst  of  more 
pleasant  surroundings.  He  sings  in  the 
night,  as  well  as  in  the  day.  In  this  State 
of  trials,  grace  is  given  as  he  needs.  He 
believes  that  "  all  things  work  together  for 
good  "  to  him. 


CHAPTER   XIII. 

SOME   HINDRANCES. 

What  are  the  hindrances  to  this  expe- 
rience  ? 

In  giving  his  people  great  victories, 
God  often  tries  their  faith  by  delaying 
the  answer  to  their  prayer,  or  tests  their 
loyalty  to  him  by  putting  them  to  some 
trial. 

Before  God  said,  "  I  know  Abraham/' 
—  that  is,  that  Abraham  would  obey  him 
in  anything  he  should  ask  him  to  do, — he 
had  tested  him  severely. 

He  seemed  to  say  to  him:  "Abraham, 
will  you  obey  me  in  allthings?  Will  you 
go  anywhere,  and   do   anything  I  choose 
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to  require  of  you,  whether  you  see  the 
propriety  of  the  thing  or  not,  leaving  it 
altogether  with  me  to  lay  out  your  work 
or  trials?" 

Abraham  at  once  laid  himself  on  the 
altar  of  obedience,  without  knowing  any- 
thing  about  where  the  path  of  duty  might 
lead.  He  knew  God  could  not  make  a  mis- 
take,  or  do  wrong.  The  spirit  of  obedience 
was  in  his  heart.  He  did  not  say,  "  I  will 
obey,  if  it  suits  me,"  but,  "  I  will  obey, 
whether  I  feel  like  it  or  not." 

In  an  unmistakable  voice,  God  said, 
"  Take  now  thy  son,  thine  only  son,  Isaac, 
whom  thou  lovest, —  and  offer  him  there 
for  a  burnt  offering  upon  one  of  the 
mountains  which  I  will  teil  thee  of." 
Abraham  obeyed  at  once ;  arranged  the 
altar  and  bound  Isaac  upon  it,  and  with  a 
firm  hand  raised  the  knife,  when  God  said, 
"Lay  not   thine  hand  upon  the  lad,  for 
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now  I  know  that  thou  fearest  God."  "  In 
blessing  I  will  bless  thee,  and  in  multi- 
plying  I  will  multiply  thy  seed  as  the 
stars." 

So  with  us ;  before  God  will  abundantly 
bless  us,  he  must  in  some  way  see  and 
know  that  we  will  obey  him,  whether  we 
feel  like  it  or  not.  He  will  not  put  his 
seal  upon  a  man  that  will  shrink  and  falter 
when  duty  leads  him  where,  for  the  time, 
the  way  may  be  dark  and  the  road  rough. 
Christians  do  not  go  to  heaven  "  on  flowery 
beds  of  ease." 

The  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
enjoying  all  God  has  provided  for  us  is  our 
unbelief.  Christ  said  to  the  two  disciples 
going  to  Emmaus,  "O  fools,  and  slow  of 
heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have 
said." 

When  the  disciples  asked  the  Saviour 
why  they  could  not  cast  the  devil  out  of  a 
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certain  boy  they  had  tried  hard  to  eure, 
Christ  said,  "  Because  of  your  unbelief." 
The  Saviour  himself,  with  "  all  power  in 
heaven  and  earth  "  in  his  hands,  could  do 
no  mighty  work  in  a  certain  town,  because 
of  the  unbelief  he  met  there.  What  a 
formidable  barrier  is  unbelief  to  the  dis- 
plays  of  soveTeign  grace  !  Omnipotence 
hindered  by  it !  What  power  in  unbelief  ! 
"  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou 
shalt  be  saved,"  is  no  more  true  than  "  he 
that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned." 

To  come  into  this  blessed  experience, 
it  is  necessary  to  believe  it  attainable. 
"What  things  soever  ye  desire  when  ye 
pray,  believe  that  ye  reeeive  them  and  ye 
shall  have  them."  Settle  this  first.  Let 
your  mind  become  clear*  about  it.  After 
becoming  satisfied  that"  it  is  attainable, 
then  come  to  Christ  just  as  you  are,  ex- 
pecting  him  to  give  you  rest  as   he  has 
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promised.  Do  not  try  to  feel  or  do  like 
some  one  eise.  Leave  all  that  with 
Christ. 

If  you  find  lt  difficult  to  believe  for  this 
blessing,  bring  all  your  power  to  bear 
^against  this  unbelief;  ask  others  to  pray 
with  and  for  you  on  this  subject.  Expect 
Christ  to  fulfill  his  promise,  "  I  will  give 
you  rest,"  whether  you  perceive  any 
change  in  your  feelings  or  not.  When 
our  faith  no  longer  "  staggers  at  the 
promises,"  and  our  wills  are  lost  in  God's, 
he  will  show  us  his  glory;  then  he  has 
nothing  too  good  to  give  us. 

Let  us  not  imagine  that  some  mountain 
of  difficulty  will  be  met,  if  we  trust  God 
fully.  Leave  all  planning  for  ourselves 
out  of  the  question.  Trust  him  day  by 
day,  and  we  shall  soon  sing,  — 

"  He  leadeth  me,  he  leadeth  me, 
By  his  own  hand  he  leadeth  me." 


88  ABIDING  PEACE. 

Another  hindrance  to  this  sweet  experi- 
ence  may  be  the  delay  of  the  ansvver  to 
prayer. 

Although  your  consecration  may  be 
füll  and  complete,  and  your  will  given 
up  to  God,  yet  for  reasons  we  may  never 
know,  God  delays  the  answer,  and  seems 
not  to  fulfill  his  promise  to  us.  This  may 
be  a  real  trial  of  our  faith.  We  know 
of  nothing  kept  back;  we  fe'el  sure  all 
is  on  the  altar.  But  why  does  he  not 
come?  Why  this  long  delay  of  soul  rest  ? 
This  worrying  must  cease  before  we  can 
rest. 

When  the  Canaanitish  woman  came  to 
Jesus  for  her  daughter,  he  answered  her 
not  a  word  for  awhile.  But  when  he  saw 
her  determined  to  wait  and  trust,  he  said, 
"  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith :  be  it  unto 
thee  even  as  thou  wilt."  The  blessing 
was  hers  from  that  hour.     No  one  can  teil 
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why  Christ   prayed  in  agony  three  hours 
before  the  answer  came. 

"  God  is  his  own  Interpreter, 
And  he  will  make  it  piain. " 

Paul  and  Silas  prayed  and  waited  until 
midnight  for  the  blessing.  Christ  came 
to  the  disciples  the  fourth  watch  of  the 
night.  Jacob  found  the  blessing  at  the 
break  of  day. 

All  hindrances  vanish  before  true  faithT^ 
mountains  go  into  the  sea  before  it ;  the 
iron  gate  opens  before  it,  "  of  his  own 
accord."  Before  it  the  lame  leap  up  and 
walk ;  the  sick  are  raised  to  health ;  the 
dead  are  quickened  into  life  ;  and  "through 
faith  we  .understand  that  the  worlds  were 
framed  by  the  word  of  God.,,  Faith  con- 
nects  us  with  God  himself,  and  makes  the 
resources  of  the  Infinite  ours'.  May  these 
hindrances   soon   be  removed  from  every 
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Christian's  heart,  that,  believing,  he  may 
"enter  into  rest."  Rest  in  all  his  labors; 
in  all  his  trials  and  sufferings ;  rest  when 
he  is  well,  and  when  he  is  sick ;  rest  while 
he  lives,  and  when  his  work  is  done  on 
earth ;  and  rest  in  heaven  forever.  For 
"  there  remaineth  a  rest  for  the  people 
of  God." 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

WHY   BACKSLIDE? 

If  this  experience  is  real,  why  have  so  many 
either  fallen  or  backslidden  ? 

MüST  a  cause  necessarily  be  wrong,'if 
some  of  its  advocates  turn  from  it?  Was 
heaven  an  unholy  place  because  legions  of 
pure  spirits  sinned  and  feil?  Do  men  ob- 
ject  to  a  home  in  heaven  on  that  account? 
Do  they  say  it  cannot  be  a  place  of  purity, 
or  angels  would  not  have  forsaken  it? 
Although  so  many  church  members,  once 
active  in  the  prayer  meeting  and  in  places 
of  trust,  have  fallen,  and  many  of  them 
are  in  prison  for  crime,  should  we  forsake 
the  church  and  ignore  her  ordinances  on 
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that  account?  Look  at  the  ministry. 
How  many  of  them  have  gone  out  of  the 
pulpit  into  prison  for  crime.  Should  the 
pulpit  be  closed  on  that  account,  and  all 
God's  ministers  be  proclaimed  hypocrites? 
Was  the  fact  that  one  of  Christ's  apostles 
was  a  thief,  and  joined  Christ's  enemies, 
betrayed  and  sold  him  for  a  small  sum,  a 
reason  why  the  others  should  "  also  go 
away"?  Is  the  rest  of  faith  less  a  reality, 
because  some  of  its  advocates  have  stum- 
bled  and  fallen?  Or  because  there  are 
marked  inconsistencies  among  many  who 
profess  holiness? 

Must  we  infer  that  the  prodigal  son  had 
an  unpleasant  home,  because  he  left  it  and 
lived  with  vile  companions? 

These  failures  only  prove  the  possibility 
of  forsaking  the  right,  and  pursuing  the 
wrong. 

Do  these  reasons  prove  that  this  rieh 
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experience  is  a  fiction,  and  should  be  re- 
jected  as  unsound  and  unsafe? 

Will  any  one  speak  against  the  higher 
life  or  abiding  rest  in  Christ,  because  some 
of  its  advocates  have  proved  that  they 
were  not  in  possession  of  this  great  Mess- 
ing by  their  inconsistent  lives?  The  tree 
must  be  known  by  its  fruit.  Love  will 
produce  love;  holiness  will  produce  holi- 
ness ;  hatred  will  bring  forth  its  fruit. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  find  many  who  claim 
this  rieh  experience,  manifesting  a  harsh, 
censorious,  fault-findingspirit ;  and  in  some 
instances  their  lives  are  a  reproach  to  re- 
ligion.  In  this  way  Christ  is  dishonored, 
and  many  anxious  Christians  who  long  for 
a  higher  plane  of  living,  are  hindered  and 
kept  back.  And  yet,  should  they  be  kept 
back  from  seeking  and  professing  this 
experience,  any  more  than  from  making 
a  profession  of  hope  in  Christ  at  all  ? 
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Any  Christian  sweetly  resting  in  Christ, 
by  faith,  will  have  great  patience  ;  he  will 
not  be  offended  at  every  little  thing.  He 
will  speak  kindly,  even  to  those  he  thinks 
are  wrong.  "  Charity  (which  is  love  to 
God  and  man)  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind  ; 
is  not  easily  provoked ;  beareth  all  things. 
Charity  never  faileth." 

There  is  a  keeping  power  in  the  abiding 
fullness  of  Christ.  You  are  less  likely  to 
wander  and  backslide,  if  filled  with  the 
Spirit.  Peace  and  joy  in  Christ  is  so  great, 
that  you  do  not  care  for  other  things  as 
you  do  in  a  lukewarm  state.  Prayer  is  a 
different  exercise.  The  Bible  is  a  different 
book.  The  pleasures  of  sin  in  that  state 
are  too  insipid.  You  cannot  afford  to  live 
on  husks,  when  you  have  the  rieh  pro- 
visions  of  the  gospel.  I  think  very  few  of 
those  who  have  experienced  the  abiding 
fullness  of  Christ  ever  backslide. 
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It  is  very  difficult  to  distinguish  between 
a  movement  produced  upon  the  mere 
animal  feelings  or  emotions,  and  true  holi- 
ness.  How  many  become  very  happy  in  a 
good  meeting,  and  make  vows  of  faithful- 
ness,  and  yet  in  a  few  hours  are  angry,  or 
in  a  short  time  have,  in  a  great  measure, 
lost  those  joyful  emotions.  In  Christ's 
day  the  stony-ground  hearers,  "  anon  with 
joy,"  received  the  word.  It  does  not 
follow  that  we  are  Christians  because  we 
are  very  joyful ;  nor  that  we  are  not 
Christians,  because  we  mourn.  Christ 
says,  "  If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then 
are  ye  my  disciples  indeed."  The  best 
and  only  safe  proof  of  discipleship  is  to 
continue  to  delight  in  Christ's  service, 
And  the  proof  of  holiness  is  holiness,  or 
to  bear  the  fruit  of  holiness. 

If  Moses,  the  meekest  man,  —  one  who 
had  such  wonderful  power  with  God,  the 
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man  through  whom  God  revealed  so  much 
of  his  word  to  this  world,  —  could  so  far 
forget  God  as  to  become  angry,  and  speak 
so  unadvisedly,  that,  in  view  of  this  wrong 
act,  he  could  not  lead  Israel  into  Canaan  ; 
may  not  those  who  have  had  even  a  rieh 
experience  of  abiding  rest  and  faith,  so 
far  wander  as  to  lose  their  first  love,  or 
even  have  their  faith  shaken  ?  Yet  would 
this  be  an  argument  against  the  doctrine 
of  abiding  rest  in  Christ  ? 

We  are  saved  at  first  by  "  believing  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  enter  into 
rest  by  believing  for  this  blessing.  And 
we  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through 
faith. 

"  Faith  is  the  bright  triumphal  arch 
Through  which  the  saints  to  glory  march." 


CHAPTER  XV. 

WITNESSES. 

Are  there  many  witnesses  to  this  expe- 
rience  ? 

I  WILL  only  give  the  testimony  of  a  few 
out  of  the  many  who  profess  this  deep 
experience.  Some  of  these  enjoyed  for 
years  the  abiding  fullness  of  Christas  love, 
and  died  as  they  lived,  still  resting  in 
Christ,  by  faith.  Others  are  still  abiding 
in  this  rieh  experience,  enjoying  more  and 
more  of  the  divine  love  each  day,  deeply 
regretting  that  they  had  not  known  the 
way  sooner. 

Rev.   T.   W.  Greene. 

"I   was    enabled   to   lay   my   soul   and 
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body,  time,  education,  and  hopes,  my  will, 
my  all,  upon  the  altar  that  sanctifieth  the 
gift,  and  believe  that  the  offering  was 
accepted. 

"  Oh,  how  those  fifteen  years  of  religious 
profession,  and  three  years  of  ministerial 
life,  seemed  to  be  almost  in  vain!  The 
blessed  Jesus  became  mine  in  a  fuller 
sense  than  I  ever  supposed  it  possible  in 
this  life.  From  that  hour,  a  simple  faith 
took  hold  of  him  as  a  Saviour  mighty  to 
save,  even  unto  the  uttermost.  Oh,  this 
is  salvation,  indeed !  What  a  glorious 
growth  in  Christ  I  might  have  had,  if  I 
had  received  this  great  salvation  before ! 
I  shall  never  cease  to  praise  God  for  this 
blessed  deliverance. 

"  After  I  was  enabled  to  trust  Jesus  as  a 
complete  Saviour,  I  was  strongly  tempted 
that  I  had  nothing  more  than  I  had 
enjoyed   before,  and  that   I  ought  not  to 
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speak  of  it  as  anything  special ;  so  I  prayed 
to  God  to  give  me  an  experience  that  I 
could  not  doubt,  and  that  the  enemy  even 
might  not  gainsay. 

"On  the  8th  of  January,  1866,  while 
conversing  with  a  minister  of  our  place, 
on  simple  faith,  the  'Holy  Ghost '  came 
upon  me  in  mighty  power.  For  more 
than  an  hour  I  was  so  filled  with  a  sense 
of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  I 
could  hardly  bear  to  hear  anything  spoken 
but  the  name  and  praises  of  the  third 
person  of  the  adorable  trinity.  Then 
came  the  precious  Saviour  and  supped 
with  me.  I  had  never  seen  him  before 
as  he  appeared  then.  His  love  melted 
me  tili  I  wept  aloud. 

"  The  Father  and  Holy  Spirit  were  not 
thought  of.  Finally,  came  a  consciousness 
of  the  Father's  love.  So  it  was :  first  the 
Spirit,  then  the  Son,  and  lastly,  the  Father 
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manifested  himself  unto  me  as  he  does 
not  unto  the  world.  How  can  I  praise 
him  sufficiently  ! "  Oh,  blessed  three  in 
one! 

This  experience  with  many  continues 
through  life ;  it  should  be  so  with  all. 
God  has  said,  "The  path  of  the  just  is  as 
a  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and 
more  (not  less  and  less)  unto  the  perfect 
day."  So  that  with  every  redeemed  soul 
each  succeeding  day  should  be.  better  than 
the  past  ;  and  it  is  so  with  every  one  who 
abides  in  the  fullness  of  Christ's  love.  He 
forgets,  in  a  sense,  the  things  that  are 
behind,  in  the  constant  fullness  of  love 
and  wisdom  that  opens  continually  to  his 
view  ;  and  yet  "  always  more  to  follow." 

Rev.  Charles  Fitch. 

"  To  the  praise  of  my  Redeemer  I  can 
testify  that  he  keeps  me  in  that  state  day 
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by  day  (referring  to  the  remarks  of  Pay- 
son) ;  and  that  I  could  not  better  describe 
to  you  the  blessedness  which  my  soul 
finds  in  Christ,  than  in  Payson's  language : 
'  Christ  did  appear  to  me  as  a  sun  that 
had  spread  himself  abroad  until  the  whole 
firmament  became  one  glorious  luminary; 
not  darting  forth  rays  of  fire  to  scorch 
and  burn  me,  but  shedding  beams  of  love- 
liness  and  bliss,  of  which  my  soul  was 
permitted  to  drink,  as  from  an  ocean  of 
pure,  and  perfect,  and  soul-satisfying  de- 

Hght."* 

Merle  DAubignd. 

"Wewere  studying  the  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians,  and  had  got  to  the  end  of  the 
third  chapter.  When  we  read  the  last 
two  verses,  '  Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to 
do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that 
we  ask  or  think,  according  to  the  power 
that  worketh  in  us/  this  expression   feil 
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upon  my  soul  as  a  revelation  from  God. 
'  He  can  do  by  his  power/  I  said  to  myself, 
1  above  all  that  we  ask ;  above  all,  even, 
that  we  think ;  nay,  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all.' 

"  A  füll  trust  in  Christ  for  the  work  to 
be  done  in  my  poor  heart  now  filled  my 
soul.,, 

As  the  Company  then  with  him  all  knelt 
together  and  prayed,  he  says,  "When  I 
arose,  I  feit  as  if  my  wings  had  been 
renewed  as  the  wings  of  eagles.  All  my 
doubts  were  removed,  my  anguish  was 
quelled,  and  the  Lord  extended  peace  to 
me,  as  a  river.  Then  I  could  'comprehend 
with  all  saints  what  is  the  breadth,  and 
depth,  and  length,  and  height ;  and  know 
the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  knowl- 
edge.'  Then  was  I  able  to  say,  i  Return 
unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee.' " 
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This  experience  wonderfully  opens  the 
Scriptures  to  the  mind.  "Then  opened 
he  their  understanding,  that  they  might 
understand  the  Scriptures."  It  is  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  take  the  things 
of  Christ,  and  show  them  to  his  children. 
If  D'Aubigne  had  known  how  to  abide,  by 
faith,  in  Christ,  he  would  have  enjoyed 
this  all  the  time. 

Rev,  Elihu  Gunn. 

"After  many  months  of  fruitless  strug- 
gles,  I  at  length  grew  weary  and  discour- 
aged,  and  at  times  nearly  gave  11p  the 
idea  that  the  attainment  of  perfect  love  is 
possible,  though  I  never  for  one  moment 
lost  the  conviction  that  a  high  and  holy 
consecration  to  Jesus ;  a  State  of  grace  far 
different  from  anything  I  had  ever  experi- 
enced,  was  eminently  practicable ;  nay,  a 
most  solemn  duty. 
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"  I  said,  '  Now  is  God's  time  for  me. 
I  will  examine  this  question  anew,  and 
become  fully  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  as 
to  what  is  truth  on  this  subject.'  I  read 
'  Faith  and  its  Effects/  and  other  good 
books,  and  especially,  with  much  earnest- 
ness,  the  Bible  ;  and  I  conversed  with  dear 
Christian  friends,  whose  kindness  and 
prayers  for  me  will  ever  be  held  in  grateful 
remembrance.  I  could  not  remain  long  in 
doubt.  I  said,  'This  is  God's  truth;  k 
cannot  be  gainsaid.  The  Scripture  testi- 
mony  is  conclusive/ 

"  Then  another  decision  followed  in  my 
own  mind,  just  as  clear,  and  just  as  em- 
phatic  :  'This  blessing  is  for  all.  It  is  for 
me.  By  the  grace  of  God  I  will  have  it.' 
I  sought  it  with  my  whole  heart. 

"Monday,  June  9,  1862,  memorable  day 
in  the  calendar  of  my  being,  I  had  observed 
as  a   day  of   fasting   and   prayer.     I   feit 
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happy.  I  feit  sure  of  the  blessing  ere 
long,  because  God  had  promised  it. 

"  I  came  into  my  room  at  night,  having 
spent  the  afternoon  in  pastoral  visiting, 
and  immediately  kneeled  down  to  pray. 
I  seemed  at  once  to  be  wrought  upon  by 
some  power  out  of  myself,  to  make,  then 
and  there,  that  füll  surrender  of  myself  to 
God.  The  whisper  of  unbelief  was,  'I 
cannot  do  it.'  But  it  was  at  once  sug- 
gested,  '  It  must  be  done  some  time ;  why 
not  now?' 

"  And  so,  almost  before  I  was  aware  of 
it,  my  soul  was  struggling  in  the  mighty 
effort  to  make,  then  and  there,  a  vow  of 
consecration  to  God  which  should  include 
my  whole  being,  and  which  should  be  ir- 
revocable  and  eternal.  I  thought  I  would 
write  this  vow  in  my  Journal,  and  I  seized 
my  pen  for  that  purpose,  when  a  passage 
of  Scripture  came  flashing  into  my  mind. 
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I  found  it  by  the  help  of  the  concordance 
(I  shall  never  want  a  concordance  to  find 
it  again),  and  read,  '  Of  him  are  ye  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto 
us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctifi- 
cation,  and  redemption.'  I  read  it  over 
and  over  with  amazement.  '  Can  it  be/  I 
said,  'that  I  have  read  this  over  so  many 
times,  and  never  saw  what  was  in  it  before  ! 
Why,  if  Jesus  is  all  these  things  to  me, 
then  surely  he  is  everything.  He  is  all  in 
all ;  all  I  need ;  all  I  want ;''  and  I  could  have 
shouted  his  praise  aloud.  I  feit  that  truly 
I  had  found  what  I  had  been  so  long  seek- 
ing  for ;  that  my  soul  was  clear  across  the 
Jordan,  and  in  the  Canaan  of  rest.  Peace 
flowed  into  my  soul  like  a  river,  —  peace 
which  nothing  could  disturb.  It  was  in- 
deed  a  glorious  change.  Preaching  was 
now  a  new  work  to  me,  and  has  been 
blessed  by  God  ever  since.     My  confidence 
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in  him  is  stronger  than  ever.  My  vows 
are  all  renewed,  and  my  sacrifice  is  lying 
on  the  altar,  by  the  grace  of  God  never  to 
be  removed." 

Rev.  W.  H.  Williams. 

"  While  a  member  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  at  Princeton,  I  was  often  urged 
and  attracted  by  the  thrilling  appeal  of 
that  earnest  and  holy  man,  Dr.  Archibald 
Alexander,  and  by  the  conversation  and 
prayers  of  James  Brainard  Taylor,  whose 
countenance  seemed  to  shine  by  reason 
of  the  joy  and  fervor  of  his  soul.  Since 
then,  I  have  been  privileged  to  mingle 
in  precious  converse  and  sympathy  with 
many  whom  I  have  loved  and  honored, 
and  almost  envied  as  consistent  witnesses 
of  the  doctrine  of  a  füll,  a  present  sal- 
vation. 

"  Early  one  morning,  in  my  daily  reading 
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of  the  New  Testament,  my  eye  and  my 
heart  were  happily  fastened  upon  the 
simple  story  of  the  leper,  vile  and  unclean, 
who  came  and  worshiped  Christ,  saying, 
'Lord,  if  thou  wilt,  thou  canst  make  me 
clean.'  The  words  seemed  at  once  re- 
vealed  and  applied  by  the  blessed  Spirit, 
as  the  füll  and  perfect  utterance  of  my 
soul.  I  read,  'And  Jesus  put  forth  his 
hand  and  touched  him,  saying,  "I  will;  be 
thou  clean. " '  My  heart  was  touched  as 
by  that  hand  of  power  and  love.  Filled 
with  gushing  and  overwhelming  tenderness 
and  gratitude,  I  rejoiced  in  the  blessed 
assurance  that  the  experience  of  the  poor, 
polluted  leper  was  mine.  'And  immedi- 
ately  his  leprosy  was  cleansed/ 

"  I  have  since  then  joyfully  embraced 
proper  occasions  to  confess  to  my  brethren 
in  the  ministry  and  others,  the  füll  power 
and  grace  of  Jesus  Christ  to  redeem  from 
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all  iniquity, —  to  deliver  and  keep  me  from 
this  evil  world." 

Rev.  Alfred  Cookman. 

"Frequently  I  feit  to  yield  myself  to 
God  and  pray  for  the  grace  of  entire 
sanctification ;  but  then  the  experience 
would  lift  itself  in  my  view  as  a  mountain 
öf  glory,  and  I  would  say, '  It  is  not  forme.' 
I  could  not  possibly  scale  that  shining 
summit;  and  if  I  might,  my  besetments 
and  trials  are  such,  I  could  not  successfully 
maintain  so  lofty  a  position. 

"  But  some  one  will  say,  '  Had  you  not 
dedicated  yourself  to  God  at  the  time  of 
your  conversion? '  I  answer,  yes  ;  but  with 
this  difference:  then  I  brought  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  powers  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins  ;  now  I  would  consecrate  powers  per- 
meated  with  the  new  life  of  regeneration ; 
I  would  present  myself  i  a  living  sacrifice.' 
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Then  I  gave  myself  away ;  but  now,  with 
the  increased  illumination  of  the  Spirit,  I 
/  feit  that  my  surrender  was  more  intelligent, 
specific,  and  careful,  —  it  was  my  hands, 
my  feet,  my  senses,  my  attributes  of  mind 
and  heart,  my  hours,  my  energies,  my 
reputation,  my  kindred,  my  worldly 
substance,  my  everything.  Then  I  was 
anxious  respecting  pardon  ;  but  now  my  de- 
sire  and  faith  compassed  more  ;  I  wanted 
the  conscious  presence  of  the  Sanctifier  in 
my  heart. 

"  Do  you  ask  what  was  the  immediate 
effö##?  I  answer,  peace,  —  a  broad,  deep, 
satisfying,  and  sacred  peace.  This  pro- 
ceeded  not  only  from  the  testimony  of  a 
good  conscience  before  God,  but  likewise 
from  the  presence  and  Operation  of  the 
Spirit  in  my  heart.  Still  I  could  not  say 
I  was  entirely  sanctified,  except  as  I  had 
sanctified  or  set  apart  myself  unto   God. 
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A  little  while  after,  it  was  proposed  that 
we  spend  a  season  in  prayer.  And  while 
thus  engaged,  God  for  Christ's  sake  gave 
me  the  Holy  Spirit  as  I  had  never  received 
it  (him)  before.  Need  I  say  that  this  ex- 
perience  of  sanctification  inaugurated  a  , 
new  epoch  in  my  religious  life? 

"Oh,  what  blessed  rest  in  Jesus  !  What 
an  abiding  experience  of  purity  through 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb  !  What  a  con- 
scious  union  and  constant  communion  with 
God!  What  increased  power  to  do  or 
suffer  the  will  of  my  Father  in  heaven ! 
What  delight  in  the  Master's  service  ! 
What  fear  to  grieve  the  infinitely  Holy 
Spirit !  What  love  for,  and  desire  to  be 
with,  the  entirely  sanctified  !  What  joy  in 
religious  conversation !  What  confidence  in 
prayer  !  What  illumination  in  the  perusal  s/ 
of  the  Sacred  Word  !  What  increased  unc- 
tion  in  the  Performance  of  public  duties!,, 
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It  is  not  surprising  that  dear  Brother 
Cookman,  who  had  lived  and  walked 
with  Christ  so  many  years,  and  enjoyed 
"f  his  abiding  presence  so  uninterruptedly, 
should  so  nearly  experience  Enoch's  trans- 
lation,  and  utter  as  his  last  and  dying 
words, — 

"  Burst  are  all  my  prison  bars, 
And  I  soar  beyond  the  stars ; 
To  my  Father's  house, 
The  bright  and  blest  estate. 
Lo  !  the  morn  eternal  breaks, 
And  the  song  immortal  wakes, 
Robed  in  whiteness 
I  am  sweeping  through  the  gates." 

In  these  experiences  we  see,  first  a 
longing  desire  for  something  more  than 
to  know  they  have  been  converted  :  a 
■  hungering  after  the  abiding  fullness  of 
Christ's  love.  They  generally  meet  some 
hindrances ;  but  when  all  was  laid  on  the 
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altar,  and  they  could  believe,  —  not  barely 
that  Jesus  was  able  and  willing  to  keep 
them  in  this  sweet,  uninterrupted  peace 
and  rest,  but  that  he  would  do  it, —  then 
they,  without  an  exception,  found  rest. 

Some,  like  Payson,  have  a  very  rieh 
experience  of  the  love  of  God,  but  lack 
the  needed  faith  to  retain  it,  and  so  they 
fluetuate  in  their  peace  and  rest.  Christ 
can  so  help  our  unbelief  that  we  can  V 
believe  without  wavering;  then,  and  not 
tili  then,  we  shall  abide  in  Christ's  love. 
Let  us  remember  we  all  have  in  actual 
possession  everything  we  have  believed 
for.  It  will  always  be  to  us  "  aecording 
to  our  faith. " 
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ACCEPTED   OR  REJECTED. 
What  shall  be  done  with  this  evidence  ? 

When  sufficient  evidence  is  given  to 
establish  a  given  truth,  and  men  will  not 
receive  it,  then  the  person  rejecting  this 
evidence  becomes  the  guilty  party.  "  If 
I  had  not  come  and  spoken  unto  them, 
they  had  not  had  sin  :  but  now  they  have 
no  cloak  (excuse)  for  their  sin."  Our 
responsibility  is  in  proportion  to  the  light 
we  have,  or  might  have  had. 

No  doubt  there  are  many  mistakes  and 
errors  among  the  advocates  of  abiding 
peace  and  rest  in  Christ.  Much  we  could 
wish   were    otherwise ;    much    to    regret. 

114 
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But  was  there  ever  a  cause  free  from 
the  same  charge?  "Who  can  know  his 
errors?" 

But  many  rieh  things  have  been  said 
and  written  on  this  subjeet.  Many  whose 
lives  and  education  have  never  been  called 
in  question,  testify  to  a  deep,  rieh  experi- 
ence  of  the  abiding  peace  of  Christ,  that 
removes  this  unrest,  and  satisfies  this  long- 
ing.  All  agree  that  "the  half  was  never 
told." 

Let  me  ask  the  reader  to  review  with 
me  these  chapters,  and  weigh  carefully 
these  truths,  and  deeide  for  yourself  what 
you  will  do  with  the  evidence. 

Is  not  ypur  own  experience  of  unrest, 
your  hungering  and  thirsting,  expressed  in 
these  chapters?  Think  how  often  you 
have  wished  that  in  some  way  you  could 
enjoy  peace  and  rest  in  Christ  without 
these  sad  interruptions. 
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You    have    made   vows   of    faithfulness, 
but   have    not   kept   them.     Sin    in    your 

'  members  has  led  you  into  captivity.  How 
many  times  you  have  asked,  "Is  there  no 
otherway?  Must  I  plod  on  until  death, 
in  this  unsatisfying  way?"  Have  you 
not  sometimes  wondered  if  Christ  had  not 
made  provisions  for  you  to  abide  in  the 
fullness  of  his  love  without  these  breaks? 
It  was  the  blessed  Holy  Spirit  who  stirred 

j  up  these  inquiries,  and  caused  this  unrest, 
that  he  might  lead  you  "up  higher, "  —  up 
where  the  sun  shines  without  interruption, 
that  your  feet  might  walk  on  the  "  King's 
highway"  of  holiness. 

This  longing  for  a  higher  plane  of  Spirit- 
ual life,  produced  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  is 
evidence  that  there  is  a  place  of  abiding 
peace  and  rest.  As  the  Spirit  and  the 
Word  agree,  the  Word  must  teach  the 
doctrine  of  abiding  peace. 
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I  have  shown  you  from  Christ's  example, 
that  tears,  and  groans,  and  soul  travail  are 
in  harmony  with  the  sweetest  rest  in  our 
Father's  love  ;  that  all  the  pain  and  travail 
produced  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
is  a  pleasant  exercise  —  "the  joy  of  agony." 
Travail  of  soul  that  brings  into  Christ's 
family  an  heir  of  glory,  is  really  the 
sweetest  pleasure  a  Christian  can  have. 
It  is  in  harmony  with  the  word  of  God, 
and  an  unbroken  peace. 

I  have  shown  you  also  that  this  travail 
of  soul  must  be  periodical,  if  it  comes 
from  God.  The  sweetest  experience  is 
not  all  singing,  nor  all  pain,  but  both. 
To-day  you  are  in  travail  of  soul ;  to- 
morrow  you  are  singing  your  sweetest 
notes  of  praise,  free  from  pain. 

This  will  be  your  experience  through 
life,  if  you  walk  correctly  with  Christ. 

I  think,  also,  I  have  satisfied  you  that 
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professed  holiness,  if  it  does  not  affect  our 
wardrobes,  our  habits,  and  our  sources  of 
pleasure,  cannot  be  from  God ;  that  the 
abiding  fullness  of  Christ's  love  will  so 
satisfy  this  longing  for  something  new,  that 
really  the  soul  does  not  want  the  pleasures 
of  sin ;  that  our  wardrobes  will  satisfy 
those  who  know  us  ;  that  we  have  found 
in  this  experience  something  better  than 
jewelry  or  display  in  dress. 

We  have  also  shown  in  these  chapters 
that  it  is  possible  to  have  this  experience 
and  not  profess  it.  It  may  not  have  oc- 
curred  to  the  individual  to  speak  of  it  as 
separate  from  conversion,  but  that  no  one 
)  could  retain  it  who  was  unwilling  to  profess 
it.  Also,  that  this  experience  weakens  the 
power  of  temptation  to  sin,  in  that  it  is 
so  far  superior  to  anything  eise ;  and  that 
to  go  into  sin,  we  must  first  backslide  from 
Christ.      Watchfulness,  too,  is  so  natural, 
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so  easy,  in  this  state ;  much  like  our 
breathing;  as  it  is  painful  not  to  breathe, 
so  it  is  painful  not  to  work  for  souls. 

These  reasons  must  have  some  weight 
Vith  the  reader  in  recommending  this 
experience  to  him.  Will  you  not  say,  at 
least,  I  will  pray  over  these  reasons,  and 
open  my  heart  to  them?  If  God  requires 
this  experience  as  your  outfit  for  his  Serv- 
ice, you  cannot  ignore  it  without  divine 
disapprobation.  He  commanded  his  dis- 
ciples  not  to  depart  from  Jerusalem  until 
they  were  endued  with  power  from  on 
high.  So  with  us  ;  whatever  increases  our 
power  for  doing  good,  is  our  duty  to  pos- 
sess.    We  may  not  neglect  it  without  sin. 

Hindrances  in  the  way  of  this  expe- 
rience have  been  removed,  making  the  way 
piain,  I  trust,  to  come  into  abiding  peace 
in  Christ.  Because  some  have  backslidden 
or  fallen  who  have  advocated  this  doctrine, 
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is  no  objcction  to  the  doctrine  itself.  I 
have  also  called  your  attention  to  a  few 
out  of  the  many  witnesses,  who  have 
given  a  füll,  clear,  positive  experience  of 
the  abiding  fullness  of  Christ's  love.  God's 
children  are  his  witnesses.  As  we  are 
under  the  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
he  calls  these  witnesses  forward  when  he 
needs  them,  and  through  them  speaks  to 
the  world  on  this  subject.  This  testimony 
is  used  for  the  benefit  of  others.,  We  wish 
you  carefully  to  weigh  it,  remembering 
God  sent  it. 

I  have  also  shown  that  faith  in  Christ 
for  abiding  peace,  is  the  same  exercised  at 
regeneration,  but  for  a  different  blessing. 
The  higher  life  is  not  a  new  life,  but  a 
higher  plane  of  spiritual  living;  a  fuller 
development  of  the  true  Christian  life. 

In  this  experience,  and  making  it  known, 
I   have  endeavored   to  guard  all  against 
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"  riding  a  hobby."  Not  always  to  be 
speaking  of  this  particular  part  of  your 
experience  ;  but  to  "be  ready  to  give  to 
every  man  that  asketh,  a  reason  of  the 
hope  that  is  in  you." 

I  have  shown,  as  clearly  as  possible,  that 
the  true  abiding  life  in  Christ  is  not 
necessarily  a  sinless  state ;  but  that  an  im- 
perfect  Christian,  covered  with  the  blood 
of  Christ,  may  be  kept  moment  by  moment 
without  condemnation. 

As  no  doubt  many  will  read  this  book 
who  never  saw  the  author;  and  many,  I 
trust,  will  read  it  after  he  has  gone  to  his 
account,  let  me  speak  a  few  closing  words 
to  each  reader,  separately. 

Do  you  not  desire  to  do  the  greatest 
amount  of  good  possible  while  living? 
Do  you  not  desire  the  very  best  prepa- 
ration  you  can  have  to  lead  others  to 
Christ? 
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If  so,  can  anything  give  you  more  power 
than  to  abide  in  Christ?  If  the  disciples 
needed  to  tarry  ten  days  at  Jerusalem  for 
power  from  on  high,  after  they  had  re- 
ceived  power  over  all  devils,  do  we  not 
need  a  similar  outfit? 

Christ  says,  "  He  that  abideth  in  me, 
and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth 
much  fruit."  "  Herein  is  my  Father  glo- 
rified  that  ye  bear  much  fruit ;  so  shall 
ye  be  my  disciples." 

If  the  abiding  fullness  of  Christ's  love 
will  increase  our  power  for  doing  good,  is 
not  this  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  securing 
it  at  once?  Souls  are  perishing  all  about 
us.  Let  us,  therefore,  take  to  ourselves 
the  whole  Christian  armor,  and  do  what 
we  can. 

Our  personal  happiness,  also,  is  greatly 
increased  by  the  abiding  presence  of  the 
Comforter.     There   is   no   source   of    real 
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earthly  pleasure  but  what  is  made  brighter 
and  sweeter  by  being  filled  with  the  divine 
Spirit.  Christas  blood  removes  just  what 
is  sinful,  nothing  eise. 

"  Religion  never  was  designed 
To  make  our  pleasures  less." 

"  Godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things 
having  promise  of  "the  life  that  now  is, 
and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  In  this 
State,  the  little  ills  of  life  do  not  disturb 
us,  as  when  we  are  lukewarm. 

Oh,  the  joy  of  living  where  you  can, 
as  it  were,  daily  hear  the  music  of  the 
harps  of  God,  and  the  songs  of  the  re- 
deemed?  "And  I  heard  a  voice  from 
heaven,  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and 
as  the  voice  of  a  great  thunder:  and  I 
heard  the  voice  of  harpers  harping  with 
their  harps:  and  they  sung  as  it  were  a 
new  song  before  the  throne. "     The  scene 
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was  laid  in  heaven,  but  John  heard  it  on 
earth. 

Dr.  Payson  once,  standing  on  the  "  King's 
highway  "  (where  every  Christian  should 
live),  said,   "The  celestial   city  is   füll  in 

my  view ;  its  glories  beam  upon  me 

Its  sounds  strike  upon  my  ears."     His  soul 
seemed  to  cry  out, — 

"  Oh,  for  a  thousand  tongues 
To  sing  my  dear  Redeemer's  praise ! " 

"A  single  heart  and  a  single  tongue 
seem  altogether  inadequate  to  my  wants ; 
I  want  a  whole  heart  for  every  separate 
emotion ;  and  a  whole  tongue  to  express 
that  emotion. " 

Many  of  God's  children  have  been  lifted 
to  these  beautiful  heights,  where  they 
could,  by  faith,  see  the  King  in  his  beauty ; 
where  the  sunbeams  of  glory  were  shining 
all  about  them ;  where  there  seemed  but  a 
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step  between  them  and  the  inner  temple, 
—  the  dwelling-place  of  the  eternal.  Then 
they  said,  — 

"  My  willing  soul  would  stay 
In  such  a  frame  as  this." 

But  for  the  want  of  abiding  faith  in  the 
keeping  power  of  Christ,  they  were  driven 
back  into  darkness  again. 

Oh !  that  Christians  would  learn  how  to 
embrace  Christ  as  a  keeping  Saviour,  and 
thus  abide  in  the  fullness  of  his  love  until 
he  shall  call  them  to  their  many-mansioned 
home ;  to  hear  the  "  Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant." 

Here  I  must  close,  and  lay  down  my 
pen,  and  with  an  earnest  prayer  commit 
this  imperfect  service  for  Christ  and  his 
people,  in  connection  with  these  pages,  to 
the  keeping  of  our  heavenly  Father.  My 
sincere  desire  is,  that  in  the  day  when  the 
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Saviour's  jewels  are  made  up,  it  may  then 
appear  that  some  precious  souls  were 
enabled  by  it  to  find  "  Abiding  Peace." 

"To   God   only  wise   be  glory  through 
Jesus  Christ,  for  ever,  Amen."' 
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